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SGY2B02: INDIAN SOCIETY: STRUCTURE
AND TRANSFORMATION

CourseObjectives

1. Todevelopasociologica perspectivefor understandingthe
dynamicsof Indian Society

2. Tosengtizethechangesoccurredinthevariousingtitutions
inIndian Society

3. Toawaretheissuesand challengesof contemporary soci-

dy
MODULE |: FEATURESOF INDIAN SOCIETY

1.1 Approachestostudy Indian Society- Indologica (Dumont),
Structura-Functiona (Srinivas), Marxian (Desal)

1.2 Featuresof Indian Society-: Village Community inIndia-
Featuresand Transformation

1.3 Concepts of Social Change in Indian Society-
Sanskritisation,Westernisation, Modernization

MODULE Il INDIAN SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS

2.1 Family and Marriagein Indian Society- Structural and Func-
tiona changes

2.2 Kinship Systemin India- Regional Variations-North and
South

2.3. RdigioninIndian Society - Changing dimensions

MODULE Il CASTESYSTEM ININDIA

3.1 Indian Caste System- Featuresand Transformation

3.2 Cagteand ClassinIndia Reservation Policies, Social Mo-
bility (PaulineKolenda)

3.3 Cagteand Palitics- Paliticization of caste, Caste organiza-
tions

MODULE IV CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL ISSUES

4.1 Structural: Poverty, Unemployment, Differential accessto
resouces

4.2 Socid: Margindisation, Excluson
4.3 Pdliticd- Regiondism, Commundism
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MODULE: |
FEATURES OF INDIAN SOCIETY

Approachesto study I ndian Society-

Indological (Dumont), Structural-Functional (Srinivas),
Marxian (Desai)

Introduction

Thissecond paper Indian Society: Structure and Transfor-
mation hel p the studentsto devel op asociol ogical perspective
for understanding thedynamicsof Indian Society andit sensitize
g/hethe changesoccurred inthevariousingtitutionsin Indian
Society in different contexts. It also equipsthem to understand
different issuesand challenges happened in the contemporary
Indian society.

So, thiscoursewill help usto understand different socio-
logical approachesto understand I ndian society. Aswestudied
inthefirst semester (Basicsof Sociology (SGY 1B01)) Sociol-
ogy asan independent and separate disciplineemerged inthe
west during and after French and industrial revolutions. And
these sociological approaches of the West expanded to other
partsof theglobeasaresult of imperial expansionsand colonia
encounters. During the colonial period different anthropol ogist
and other scholarstried to understand I ndian society and itsunique
cultural specificitiesthrough awestern and orientalist perspec-
tive

But, many Indian scholars began to apprehend that there
arevarioussocid aspectsthat areatypicd to Indian society which
need to be studied through Indian perspectives as against the
European or Western approaches. They also realized that so-
ciological or anthropologica understanding of Indian society
demandsasystematic examination of thesocid and cultural speci-
ficitiesof Indian society. Thisled to the emergence of Indian
sociology and socid anthropol ogy inthelate 19th and early 20th
century.

Thecourseisdividedintofour Modules, each consisting of
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multiple units. Thishasbeen doneto discussthe major theoreti-
ca gpproachesand conceptsrelated to Indiasociety. First module
introducesthefeatures of Indian society. It hasthreeunits, first
unit looks at different approaches to study Indian Society-
Indologica (Dumont), Structurd-Functiona (Srinivas), Marxian
(Desai). Second unit examine one of the significant features of
Indian Society that isvillagecommunity and it looksat thefea
turesand transformation of villagecommunitiesin different his-
torical period. Thethird unit emphasi ze on three concepts of
social change in Indian society namely, Sanskritisation,
Westernisation, and M odernization.

Thenext modulelooksat four predominant social institu-
tionsof Indian society, such as Family, marriage, kinship and
religion. It hasthreeunits, first unit examinethe structural and
functional changesinthefamily and marriagesysteminIndian
society. Second unitlooksat thekinship systeminIndiaandits
regiond variations. Thethird unit examinesthe changing dimen-
sonsof reigioninIndiansociety.

Third module deal smost important and unique concept re-
lated to Indian subcontinent, which is caste system. Inthis
moduleall three unitsdealswith different aspects of caste sys-
tem. Whilefirst unite explain thefeaturesand transformation of
caste system second unitediscussthe different agpectsof changes
inthe caste system such asreservation and socid mobility. Inthe
last unite; we encounter with different aspectsof casteand poli-
ticsand roleof different caste organizationsin India.

L ast modulefocuseson the structural, social and political
issuesin contemporary India. Inthestructural issueswefocus
on the poverty, unemployment, and inequalities. In the case of
socia issuesthe second unit looksat the margindization and so-
cid exclusons. Findly inthepoalitica issueswefocusonthecon-
ceptsof regionalism and communalism and locateitinthehis-
torical and contemporary Indian context.

1.1 Approachestostudy I ndian Society

A sociological approachissimply away of looking at the

socia world. The sociological approach to study Indian society
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goesbeyond everyday common sense knowledge about the so-
ciety and use systematic methods of empirical observation and
theorization. Sociol ogical approacheson Indian society make
an attempt to understand the socid world by Stuating socid events
intheir socio-cultural context and historical and temporal loca-
tions. Along with thissituated understanding, sociologist collects
and analyzesempirica datato understand social phenomenon.
Thissystematic and scientific study of society differentiatessoci-
ology from commonsense understanding, because sociologists
test and modify their understanding of how the world works
through scientificanadyss.

Theearliestwriting on Indian society startsfrom theancient
time. Theseareby travellersand traderswho cameto Indiafrom
timetotime. Therearerecorded observationson Indian society
sincethethird century BC. Theserecordsareby traders, travel-
ersand scholarswho cameto Indiainthese early times. They
were Greeks, Romans, Byzantine Greeks, Jews and Chinese.
They arethe Greek ambassador M egasthenes, Chinese, Arab
and the Europeans. During the British period the British adminis-
tratorsbegan to study Indian society for administrative purposes.
Thesewritingson Indian Society were based ontheir first hand
contact with the people. They wrote on the social institutions
and customs of the people. Therefore, they areasource of in-
formationon Indian society intheearly times.

Asweknow, sociology asamodern discipleemergedin
the West and therefore, the sociological approaches of the West
expanded to other partsof the globe, including to Indian sub-
continents. But many Indian scholarsbeganto realisethat there
arevarioussocid aspectsthat arepeculiar to Indian society which
need to be studied through Indian perspectives. Thisled tothe
emergenceof Indian sociology. Inthe case of modern sociology
there are different approachesto understand Indian social and
cultural specificities. Broadly speaking, therearetwo important
approachesto study Indian society, they are

+ TheBook view emphasizes onthe study of Indian society
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with the hel p of interpretation of ancient texts. It wasone

dominant perspectiveduring thetime of colonia and post-

colonial era. However, the book view isnot free of criti-
asms.

+ Fiddview believesthat book view alwaysgivesadistorted
picture of Indian society. Therefore, scholars like M.N
Srinivashave popularised thefield view traditionin India
Field view in common parlancerefersto the study of any
phenomenonwiththe help of collecting datafrom the con-
cernedfiedwiththehelp of intensvefiddwork, Oneof his
books, The Field Worker and theField, Srinivasgivesusa
comprehensive understanding of filed view anditsapplica
bility instudying social phenomenon.

Inthisfirst sessionwelook at threeimportant approaches
through threesociologists. They are:

1. Ideologicd Approach

2. Structura-Functiona Approach

3. MarxianApproach

1.1.1. ldeological Approach
Indology refersto the view that the sacred scripturesand

ancient Sanskritic textsoffer accurate guidelinesto the study of
history, cultureand society of the India. In thisapproach schol-
arslooked to the Sanskritic textsto explore the sources of In-
diantraditionand culture. So, an understanding of Indian society
based on the study of the ancient textsand sacred scriptures|ed
to the devel opment of Indological tradition.

In another word, Indology or Text view / book view refers
to the study of the Indian society by interpretation of ancient
texts such as Vedas, Puranas, Manusmriti, Ramayana,
Mahabharataetc. Indology assumesthat historically, Indian so-
ciety and cultureare unique. Thisuniqueness or specificity of
Indian socia redlities could be understood only with the help of
ancient 'texts. Therefore, Indologistsusetheliterature of ancient
I ndian society suchasancient history, epics, rligiousmanuscripts
andtextsetc. to sudy thesocid inditutionsof India. G S. Ghurye
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and Louis Dumont aretwo eminent schol arscontributed towards
Indological or textud perspective.
L ouisDumont (1911-1998)

LouisDumont (1911-1998), isa French Sociologist and
Indologist. Dumont's academic career began in themid-1930s
under the guidance of Marcel Mausswho was aleading soci-
ologist and Sanskritist. In hisstudy Dumont used enthnographic
detailsto understand the complex nature of Indian Society. He
examined theempirical details of caste system and devel oped
complex sociological theories about cast practicesin India
Dumont'sstudy of Indian society isvery muchinfluenced by the
history and culture of society. While studying the two types of
societies, Homo Hierarchicus (characterized by hierarchy) and
HomoAequalis(egalitarian society), he usesthe concept of ho-
lismandindividuaism. Thiscomparative perspectivehe psusto
understand the nature and characteristics of Indian society and
socid formations,

Dumont haswritten on various aspects of Indian society
such ascaste, Hinduism, kinship, and socia aswell aspolitical
movementsof India. Someof hismajor worksareasfollows:
1. LaTarasque(1951)

2. Hierarchy and MarriageAlliancein South India(1957)
3. HomoHierarchicus TheCaste Systemand ItsImplications

(1966, 1970)

4. Rdigion, Politicsand History in India: Collected Papersin

Indian Sociology (1970)

5. Homoaequalis(1977).

Dumont in hiswork Homo Hierarchicus, triesto give struc-
turdist analysisof caste, and incidentaly, of Indian culture, soci-
ety, and civilization (Srinivas, 1987: 137). Dumont hasintroduced
the notions of 'system’ and 'structure’. He defines caste as"a
system of ideasand values, aformal, comprehensible, rational
gystem, asystemintheintellectual senseof theterm’” (Dumont,
1970: 35).

Dumont wasthefirst ideol ogist to give atheoretical ac-
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count of caste system where hewas mostly concerned with the
ideology of the caste system. He viewed that theideology of
castesysteminIndiaispurely religiousand thisreligiousoutlook
determinesthesituation. In additiontoideology and structure,
the concept of hierarchy hasafundamental placein Dumont's
study of caste system (Nagla, 2008: 117). Dumont's concept of
hierarchy isvery muchrelated tothereigionwhichisagain based
onthe concept of purity and pollution. According to him, hierar-
chy ispurely ameatter of religiousvalueand inmoderntimehier-
archy hasbecomesocia stratification. Heviewed that "hierar-
chy isaladder of command inwhich thelower rungsareencom-

passed in the higher onesinregular succession” (Dumont, 1970:

65). Dumont considers hierarchy as one essential element for

proper functioning of any society and acommon vauesystemis

not possiblewithout asocia hierarchy.

Inorder to have aclear understanding of India, according
to Dumont, the study of the caste systemisvery crucid. It aso
formsasignificant aspect of generd sociology. Hegiveemphasis
to the classical texts to understand the ideology of caste and
advocated the use of Indological and structuralist approach to
thestudy of caste system and villagesocia structureinindia. In
hisHomo Hierarchicus, hasbuilt upamode of Indiancivilisation
based on non-comptitiveritual hierarchical system. According
to Dumont, caste system segregatestheentire I ndian society into
alargenumber of hereditary groups. Thesegroupscan bedis-
tinguished from one another and linked to different attributes.
Theseareasfollows:

+ Gradation of statusor hierarchy: According to Dumont "hi-
erarchy isaladder of command in whichthelower rungs
areencompassed inthe higher onesin regular succession”
(ibid). That means it arranges the caste groups as com-
paratively superior or inferior to oneanother. The position
of each caste group is dependent on the positions of the
other caste groups. For example, the Brahmin's position
has no meaning if we do not compare it with that of the
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Kshatriyas; in absence of such comparison, it will not be

gpparent that the Brahmin hasritual superiority.

+ Division of Labour: The caste system is marked by
Specidisation and interdependenceof the congtituent groups.
Each castegroupistraditional ly associated with an occu-
pation fromwhichitsmembers can depart only within cer-
tain limit. Specialisation necessitates separation between
these groups,but it isoriented towardsthe whole, which
must be repeatedly emphasised. Assuch, it linksthedivi-
sion of labour with hierarchy (ibid: 92-95).

+ Separation: A member of acaste group awayshasobliga
tionto marry withinthegroup, whichisknown asendogamy.
Theregulation of marriageisactualy an expression of the
principleof separation. By prohibiting marriage outsidethe
group and prescribing marriagewithin the group, onecaste
separatesitself from another, contact and commensality
between personsbel onging to different groups areforbid-
den. At certain level of segmentation, the caste prescribes
endogamy and thusensuresitsown reproduction (Dumont,
1970: 109).

So, Homo Hierarchicusisacomplete, theoretica work that
helpsusto accessthe vast body of available ethnographic data
on caste. Themain focusesof thisbook isthe concept hierarchy
whichisthefundamental future of the Indian society. Hierarchy
issaidtodigtinguish Indian society from'modern’ societieswhose
fundamental socia principleisequality. Thishierarchy, onthe
onehand, likeany equditarian system, isopposed by thosewho
seeitseffect upon themsel ves as disadvantageous, no matter
how loudly or pioudly it isadvocated by thosewho benefit from
it. Thoselow inahierarchical systemuniversally seeit asdisad-
vantageousto themselves and object either to the systemor to
themanner inwhichitisapplied tothemselves. Any socid hier-
archy, then, is perpetrated and perpetuated by elites and is
struggled againgt ascircumstances permit, by thosethey oppress.
ThisistrueinIndiaand anywhereelse.
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The main pointsmadein thisbook can be briefly summed
up as, firgt, Indiaisoneand thisunity isfound aboveall inideas
and values. Second, casteisthefundamenta institution of Hin-
duismwhich determinesthe social cultural and other aspect of
individual and community life. Third, thiscaste systemisconsti-
tuted and governs by the opposition between the pureand im-
pure. Fourth, hierarchy and separati on are two basi ¢ aspects of
opposition between purity and impurity. Fifth, hierarchy distin-
guishes| ndian society from 'modern’ soci etieswhosefundamen-
tal socid principleisequdity.

Criticismsof Dumont'sTheory
Dumont has been widely acclaimed asan important soci-

ologist who contributed to the devel opment of sociology inits

early phase. Hisexplanation of casteinterms”purity” and " pol-

[ution" became a part of the common sense sociology. Even

though, histheory of caste hasa so been one of themost contro-

versa piecesof work inthe contemporary time. Different schol-
ars criticized hiswork on variousgrounds. Theseare some com-
mon point

1. The contradictions between book view and field view:
Dumont'swork on cast does not correspond withthelived
reality of Indian society. It hasbeen pointed out by hiscri-
tiquesthat much of histheory hasbeen derived fromthe
study of some selective classical Hindu texts. He hasig-
nored thelargeamount of empiricd literaturethat wasavail-
ableto him, produced by professional socia anthropolo-
gigtsinformvillage studiesand monographs.

2. Thetextua view of castegave himaBrirhmanical perspec-
tive on caste: Dumont hasbeenwidely criticized for pre-
senting apartial and abiased view of thesystem. Sincehis
theory waslargely derived from the classical Hindu texts,
produced invariably by theupper caste Brahmins, histheory
allegedly reflected the biasthat the upper castethemselves
had vis-a-visthe system.

3. Thecomparative assumption he start with isbased on a
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fa sedichotomy between the"traditiona” and " modem™ so-
cieties: Dumont hasal so been criticized for treating Indian
society asbeing fundamentally different fromtheWest. He
workswith amuch-criticized notion of adichotomy be-
tween the modem societies of theWest and thetraditional
societies of the Third World. Histheory isbased on the
assumption that whilethemodern societies of theWest were
characterized by theideasof individualismand egalitarian-
ism, thetraditional societies, in contrast, were character-
ized by conceptionsof the collective nature of man, by the
primacy of socid rather thanindividual goals, and thusby
hierarchy.

Critic against unchanging nature of caste system: Dumont's
work isbased ontraditional Indian texts. Consequently, the
featuresof the caste system, asprojected by Dumont, seem
to be unchanging. Inredlity, the caste system has changed
invariouswaysduring aperiod of time. Dumont aso seems
to characterize Indian society asamogt "' stagnant, since he
emphasizestheintegrativefunction of caste system.
Indifferent attitude towards anti-caste movement: Dumont
does not acknowl edge the social movements against the
casteideology: Therewasalong list of socia mobilizations
againgt Brahminica dominancein modem aswell asinthe
pre-modem India. From Buddhism to Bhakti to Sikhismto
neo Buddhism, there had been strong, and to some extent
successful opposition to the casteideol ogy. Therewasno
placefor such reditiesin Dumont'sdepiction of thelndian
society and in histheory of the caste system.

However, Dumont holdsanimportant positionin Indian

sociology. Amidst the debates about appraising Indian social re-
ality onthebasisof caste, Dumont'sHomo Hierarchicusrepre-
sented an outstanding contribution, whether or not one agrees
with hisviewpoint.

1.1.2. Sructural-Functional Approach

Inthe early stage onwards Structural-Functional approach

got aprominent positionin the study of society and it becamea
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predominant trend in sociology, socid and cultura anthropology
and other socia sciencesduring thefirst half of 20th century. It
appeared fromthewritingsof early thinkerslikeAugust Comte,
Herbert Spencer and Emile Durkheim during the later part of
19th century. The Functional approach to the study of phenom-
enaemergedinitially inbiologica sciencesand later on adopted
inother sciencesand socid sciences. Thekey pointsof thefunc-
tionalist perspective may besummarized by an anal ogy between
human biological organismand socia organisms. A biologist car-
riesout the study of an organism, say human body, by analyzing
variousparts, such asbrain, lungs, heart and liver. However if
each partisexamined inisolation, it will not reveal theentire
working and maintenance of the part unlessstudiedinrelationto
other partscomprising thewholeorganism.

Functionalismin social science adoptsasimilar view and
study different socid ingtitutionsand organi zations. Functional
approach to the study of society views society intermsof its
constituent partsand their rel ationship with each other in order
to maintain the society asawhole. So, society isasystem of
interconnected partsthat work together inharmony to maintain
astate of balance and social equilibriumfor thewhole. For ex-
ample, each of the socid ingtitutions contributesimportant func-
tionsfor society: Family providesacontext for reproducing, nur-
turing, and socializing children; education offersaway totrans-
mit asociety'sskills, knowledge, and culturetoitsyouth; politics
providesameansof governing membersof society; economics
providesfor the production, distribution, and consumption of
goods and services; and religion providesmoral guidance and
anoutlet for worship of ahigher power.

Likewise, the Structura-functional approach got predomi-
nant positioninthestudy of Indian society sincethe 1940still the
end of the 20th century. Different scholars from India, both so-
ciologistsand socia anthropologists, took structural and func-
tional approach asaguiding theoretical and methodol ogical tool
to understand I ndian society. They have undertaken extensive
analysisof the caste and village systemsin order to understand
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theuniquenaturethelndian society. G S. Ghurye, M. N. Srinivas
and S. C. Dube are some of themain Indian scholarswho used
structural-functional approachinthestudy of Indian society. The
structura- functionaistsview that the Indian society ismade up
of castesassgnificant partsthat collectively congtitutethe social
system.

M. N. Srinivas (1916-1999)

Mysore Naras mhachar Srinivaswasborn on 16th Novem-
ber, 1916inMysoreinaBrahminfamily and diedin 1999 at the
age of 83 at Bangalore. He achieved M.A, LLB. and Ph.D.
from Bombay and D. Phil. from Oxford. He was astudent of
GS. Ghuryein Bombay University. He has contributed signifi-
cantly asaresearcher aswell asaningtitutional builder. Hemust
be given credit for setting up the department of Sociology at
M.SUniversity, Baroda. He hasalso contributed alot for the
setting up of the Department of Sociology at Delhi University.

He was very much influenced by histeacher at Oxford
University, Radcliffe-Brown and hisidea of structure. M.N
Srinivasintroduced anew lineof structura-functiond analysisin
sociological and socid anthropological researchinIndia. Onthe
one hand, he did not rely on Western textbooks or indigenous
ancient textsto know about Indian society in general and his
countrymenin perticular. Onthe other hand hetried to know the
society through direct observation, field experienceand field
study.

Srinivasisof theview that there are two basic conceptsto
understand our society-book view and field view. Book view
whichisasoknown asIndology ishot acceptableto Srinivasfor
which heemphasized on Fiddview. Srinivasbeievestha knowl-
edgeabout I ndian society can be gained through fieldwork. So,
he emphasized onintensivefie dwork and wrote many bookson
thebasisof thefield data. Accordingto him, book view givesa
distorted picture of any phenomenon. Hisfieldwork has hel ped
usin reveding many factsabout | ndian society. After completing
hisfieldwork in Coorg and Rampura, he hascome up with many
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new concepts like Sanskritisation, Westerni zation, dominant
caste, etc. Thevariousscholarly writingsof Srinivasinclude,
Socia changein Modern India(1966)

Religion and Society among Coorgsof South India(1952)
Castein Modern Indiaand Other Essays(1966)
The Dominant Caste and Other Essays(1987)
India'sVillages (1955)

India: Social Structure (1980)
TheRemembered Village (1976)

Hismajor areas of study were social changein terms of
processes. Heisbest known for hiswork onreligion, village
community, casteand it isbased onintensivefield work in south
Indiain general and Coorg and Rampurain particular. Hetried
to study how adominant castinavillagein Mysorei.e. Lingayats
have started a non-bramhinical movement to disapprove the
dominanceof Brahminsthat area.

Hisimportant work Religion and Society among the Coorgs
of South Indiaisbased ontheintensvefie dwork where Srinivas
hasfocused on socia and religiouslives of the Coorgs. By ex-
plainingtheinteractioninritua context of different castesof the
Coorgs, he describesthe concept of functiona unity. After con-
ducting hisfieldwork on the Coorgs, he hasformulated the con-
cept Brahminisationto refer to the processwherethelower caste
peopleimitatethelifestyleand ritualsof Brahmins. However, he
has soon replaced Brahmini sation with Sanskritisation.

Srinivasin hisbook The Remembered Village haswritten
about the structure of caste systemin Rampuravillage. Hedis-
cussesthe caste system by dividing the entire popul ation onthe
basisof occupation. Whiledoing so, he seesitslink with agricul-
ture. He analysesthe practices of various castesin relation to
their occupation (Srinivas, 1976). Heistherefore of theview
that each casteis dependent on the other thereby leading to an
organic integration of each castewith others. They arerelated
with each other in afunctional perspective as elaborated by
RaddliffeBrown.

R
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Social Change- Sanskritisation and Wester nisation

Inhisbook Social Changein Modern India(1966) Srinivas
dealt with the concept of social change. Inthisbook hehasdis-
cussed about the processof social changemainly withthehelp
two important concepts- Sanskritisation and \Westerni sation.
According to him, of thesetwo processes, Sanskritisation seems
to have occurred throughout I ndian history and iscontinuously
occurringinthesociety.

Sanskritisationisaprocessinwhicha'low' Hindu caste or
tribal or other group, imitatesthe custom, ritua, ideology and the
way of lifeof ahigh, and frequently "twiceborn" casteto upliftits
statusinlocal caste hierarchy. Thisprocessof imitation results
into somechangesinthelifestyleof lower caste people. Gener-
ally, such changeshelp themto achieveahigher positioninthe
caste hierarchy than that which hasbeentraditionally ascribed to
them by thelocal community. Thelower caste peopleusually
made such kind of claim over aperiod of time, infact, agenera-
tion or two, beforeit isconceded (Srinivas, 1966).

On the other hand, Westernisation refersto the changes
introduced during the British period to the Indian society and
which gtill continueinindependent India. Westernisation, like
Sanskritisation isnot restricted to any particular segment of the
Indian population. It may be noted that the achievement of inde-
pendence accel erated the process of Westernisation (Srinivas,
1966). There are, however, some presuppositionsin the pro-
cessof both Sanskritisation and Westerni sation, which doimply
precedent or connected structural changes, such asimprove-
ment in economic position of the Sanskritising caste, superiority
and dominance of the caste being emul ated and the psychol ogi-
cal dissatisfaction among thelow castesfrom their own position
inthe caste hierarchy (Srinivas, 1966).

Alongwith these concepts, Srinivashasadded the concept
of 'secularisation’ toindicate the process of ingtitutional innova-
tionandideol ogica formulationsafter independenceto ded with
the question of religiousand minority groups. However, hehas
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been criticized for marginaizing and dienating religiousminori-
tiesin hisventurefor encouraging Sanskritisation.
Dominant Caste

The concept of dominant caste has been used for thefirst
itemin sociological literature by an eminent Indian Sociologist
M.N. Srinivasinhisessay Social System of aMysoreVillage,
which waswritten after hisstudy of village Rampura. The con-
cept occupiesakey positioninthe process of 'Sanskritisation'.
Theterm dominant casteisused torefer to acastewhich "wields
economic or political power and occupiesafairly high position
inthehierarchy.”

He has a so coined the concept of 'dominant caste' after
studying the Rampuravillage. The concept of dominant caste
has been used to the study of power relation at thevillagelevel.
Therearethreeareimportant attribute which decidethe nature
and characteristicsof adominant casteinalocality. They are
i) Numerica strength,

i)  Economic power,
i) Political power.

These castesare accorded high statusand positioninal the
fieldsof social life. The people of other lower castes|ook at
them astheir 'referencegroup’ and try toimitatetheir behavior,
ritual pattern, custom and ideol ogy. In thisway, the dominant
casteof aparticular locality playsanimportant rolein the 'pro-
cessof culturd transmission' inthat area. Themembersof adomi-
nant caste havean upper handin al theaffairsof thelocdity and
enjoy many specia opportunitiesaswell asprivileges. Srinivas
has defined thefollowing six major characteristicsof Dominant
caste.

Land Ownership

Numericd Strength

Highplaceinloca hierarchy

Modern Education

Jobin administration and urban sources of income
Political involvement

o gk owbdhPRE
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Landisthemost preciouspossessioninrura areasinceitis
the principal source of income. Uneven distribution of locally
availablecultivablefiedisaregular phenomenon of Indian Soci-
ety. A vast areaof landisconcentrated in the hands of rich mi-
nority. Generally the big landowners comefrom higher castes.
Theseland owners employ the people of other castesastheir
laborers. They aso giveland on rent to the people. Asaresullt,
the entire popul ation of thelocality remainsobliged to thefew
land ownersof aparticular caste.

Thenumerical strength of acaste also contributestowards
itsdominance. The morethe number the greater the power. In
many areas, the Kshyatriyasdueto their large population are
ableto exercisetheir control and power even over thefew rich
Brahminsof alocality and areableto dominate the socio-politi-
cd Stuation. Indian Society hasbeen dratified into variousgroups
onthe basisof caste system organised according to the beliefs
andideasof purity and pollution. Inevery locality certain casteis
accorded high statusowingtoitsritua purity. They dwaysenjoy
social superiority to all other castesin every aspects of social
life

The caste, member of which are highly educated, isnatu-
rally looked up by the members of others castes. Dueto their
higheducation, they winthemoradeof others. Theilliterate people
haveto taketheir helpin many occas onsowing to thecomplexi-
tiesof modern socid life. The educated people, dueto their ad-
equateinformation and knowledge about various devel opmental
activities, plansand programmes, area soin abetter positionto
utilizethemwhich aidsto their progperity making them dominant
inaparticular area.

The caste, themgj ority membersof whichisingovernment
bureaucracy or has sound economic strength, awaysfindsitsel f
inan advantageous position. Itsmembershold legal and admin-
igtrative powersby virtueof their being government officids They
help their other castefellowsto have different sourcesof urban
income like supplying of food grainsto urban dwellers, doing
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varioustypesof business. The dominant placeof politicsin con-

temporary Indian Society can hardly beundermined. Thecaste

being moreinvolvedin political affairsof the state or locality,
automatically raisesitsposition and exercisescontrol indl fields
of socidl life. Till now we have been emphasizing on the point
that acaste becomesdominant in alocality duetoitsattributes
asdiscussed above. But dominanceisno longer apurely local
phenomenon.

Criticismagainst M N Srinivass Structural-Functional Ap-
proach

+  Although Srinivashastal ked about the economic and tech-
nologica development, hehasnot focused of thelower seg-
ment of society.

+ Hisideason Sanskritization and Dominant caste havemade
him closer to Hindutvaideology of cultura nationalism.
Thetwo processes of social change, Sanskritization and
Westerni zation areregarded as"limited processesin mod-
ernIndiaand it isnot possibleto understand one without
referenceto the other.”

1.1.3. MarxianApproach
Historical materidism or dialectical materidismisthecore

of Marx'ssociologica thought. Therefore, itisnecessary toSitu-

atehigorica materidismwithintheoverdl context of Marx'swork
and hiscontributionsto sociol ogical theory. According to Marx
material conditionsor economic factorsaffect the structureand
development of society. Histheory isthat material conditions
essentia ly comprisetechnol ogical meansof production and hu-
man soci ety isformed by theforcesand relations of production.

Marx'shistorical gpproach understandthat all societiesasevolv-

inginaseriesof stages.

Mar xian Approach to Under stand I ndia Society
Marxismamsat providing ascientific sudy of society from

aclassangle. TheMarxigt thinkersin Indiabelievethat theemer-

gence of Indian society and itsuniqueinstitutions could be best
examined from the Marxian perspectivethan any other gpproach
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sincetheonly redlity isthat of material phenomenon that deter-
mineseverything else. Thematerial mode of productionforms
the basic structure of any society and the socio-cultural domain
of socia relationshipsand institutions constitute the 'superstruc-
ture.

D.D. Kosambi wasoneof thewell known Marxist histori-
answho tried to employ the Marxian dial ectical method to ana-
lyze'materidism' of Indian socid system. Heargued that human
beings cannot livewithout 'bread’ or food. An aggregate of hu-
man beings become soci ety only when the people develop the
most essential relations, viz., therelations devel oped through
production and mutual exchange of commodities. Kinshipisnot
asessentia asproduction relationsare. Thenature of interaction
of peoplewith natural surroundings depends on thetechniques
of production. Surplusdependson themeansof production and
thedistribution of surplusamong variousmembersisametter for
therelationsof production. What mattersiswho ownsthetools
of production and controlsthe distribution of surplus.

Marxists believethat society isheld together by bonds of
production. For Kosambi, history isthe'presentation in chrono-
logical order of successivedevelopmentsinthemeansandrela
tionsof production’. Heargued that materialistic analysispro-
videsasystematic understanding of Indian culture and society.
Inthe Marxian approach, themain task isto identify the succes-
svedevelopmentsinthe meansand relations of production that
truly mirror thelifeof peopleat any stagein history.

Kosambi proposed ageneral theory of history founded on
dialectical materialism and undertook what he called ‘purely
materialistic reconstruction of history and stagesof societal de-
velopment'in India. Study of religion, supertition, ritualsand
mythsmay be undertaken to examinethe underlying meansand
relationsof production, for they formideological superstructure.
Study of superstructure sometimesreveal sthe changes occur-
ring inthe base. However, he emphas zed that economic consid-
erationsareimportant even in the explanation of religions. He
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argued that the productive base asasource of explanationrather
than emphasi zing the superstructureto understand the social re-
dity.

A.R. Desai (1915-1994)

Dr.A.R. Desai wasbornonApril 16, 1915 at Nadiad in
Gujarat and died in 1994 at Baroda. His personal and political
life helped himto concentrate on Marxist theory and practice.
Asacollege student, Dr. Desai took part in students move-
mentsin Baroda, Surat and Bombay. He became amember of
the Communist Party of Indiain 1934 but resigned fromitin
1939. Hegraduated from University of Bombay and secured a
Law degreeand aPhd. in Sociology from thesameUniversity in
1946 under Dr. G, S. Ghurge. Dr. Desal started his academic
career in 1946 asalecturer of Sociology to Siddharth Collegein
Bombay. In 1951 he joined the department of Sociology of
Bombay University. In 1969 he became Professor and the Head
of the Department till hisretirement in 1976. Heedited amonthly
journal in Gujarati called as'Padkar' which means challenge.
Below are someof hiswritings,

1. Socia background of Indian Nationalism ( 1948)
PeasantsstrugglesinIndia(1979)

India's path of development: A marxist approach (1984)
Recent trendsin Indian Nationalism (1960)

Agrarian strugglesin Indiaafter Independence (1986)
Rural Sociology inlndia(1975)

Violation of Democratic Rights(2 volumes) (1986)
Hecons stently advocated and applied Marx'sdiaectical-
historical model in hissociological studies. Heclosely studied
theworks of Marx and Engelsand thewritings of Trotsky. He
maly beregarded asoneof the pioneersinintroducing the mod-
ern Marxist approach to empirical investigationsinvolving bib-
liographical and field research. Hergectsany interpretations of
traditionwithreferencetordigion, ritualsand festivities. It ises-
sentially asecular phenomenon. Hefindsitinfamily, villageand
other socid ingtitutions. He al so doesnot find the origin of tradi-
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tioninwestern culture. He considersthat the emerging contra-
dictionsinthelndian processof socid transformationarisesmainly
from the growing nexusamong thecapitaist bourgeoisie, theru-
ral petty-bourgeoise and astate apparatusal drawn fromsimi-
lar social roots.
1.2 Featuresof Indian Society-: Village Community in I n-
dia- Featuresand Transfor mation

Village social structureisthe dominant pattern of social
lifeindeveloping countrieslikelndia. In India, sociologistsand
socia anthropol ogists have madeimportant contributionsto the
understanding of rural socia structure, Rural Socia Structuresis
composed of different individuals, groupsand networks. They
interact with oneanother for thefulfillment of their basic needs.
Inthisprocess, they occupy certain statusand rolesinsociad life
with accompanying rightsand obligations. Their socia behaviour
ispatterned and gets associated with certain normsand val ues,
which providethem guidancein socid interaction. Thereemerge
varioussocial units, such ascast groups, religiouscommunities,
political associationsand ingtitutionsin society asaproduct of
socid intercourseinhumanlife.

Therearelotsof mythsabout therural communitiesinIn-
dia. Theimportant and wide spread oneisthat Indian villages
are'littlerepublic’. CharlesMetcalfeisthe onewho devel oped
thisnotion. Inhisonewords, 'thelndian villagecommunitieswere
littlerepublics, having nearly everything they wanted withinthem-
selves, and d most independent of foreignrelations. They seemed
tolast where nothing elselasted. Dynasty after dynasty tumbled
down; revol ution succeeded revol ution but the village commu-
nity remained thesame.’ They imagined villageasasdf-sufficient
and independent unit of the society. Gandhi's perspective of the
Indian village a so correspondsto thisimage of villageand he
romanticized it by calingfor thereconstruction of lost legaciesof
theIndian villagesdueto colonia administrations. Gandhi hon-
estly believed that the progressof Indialiesinitsvillage.

New sociologica studiesplayed animportant rolein bresk-
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ing thesemythsabout Indian villages. They carried-out alarge
number of ethnographic studiesonthe socia and cultural lifeof
thevillageinIndia. Most of these studieswere published during
the decades 1950s and 1960s. These"village studies’ focused
onthestructuresof social relationships, institutional patterns,
beliefsand value systemsof therural people. And showsthat
villages have connectionswith rest of theworld and they share
with each others.

FeaturesVillage Communities
Thereare certain distinctive featureswhich separaterural

communitiesfrom urban settlements such astheir size, demo-
graphic composition, culturd specificities, styleof life, economy,
employment and social relations. Inrura India, peoplelivein
tledvillages Threemaintypesof settlement patternshavebeen
observedinrura aress.

4+ Thenucleated village: Thisisthemost common typefound
all over the country. Here, atight cluster of housesissur-
rounded by thefieldsof thevillagers. An outlying hamlet or
several satellite hamlets are also found to be attached to
somevillagesinthiscase.

4+ Linear settlements: In such settlements, houses are strung
out, each surrounded by its own compound. However,
thereislittleto physically demarcatewhereonevillageends
and another begins. Thiskind of settlementsarefoundin
some partsof the country, e.g. in Kerala, in Konkanandin
thedeltalandsof Bengal.

+  Scattering of homesteadsor clustersof two or three houses:
Inthiscasedso physica demarcation of villagesisnot clesr.
Such settlementsarefound in hill areas, intheHimalayan
foothills, inthehighlandsof Gujarat andinthe Satpurarange
of Maharashtra.

Rural Social Structure occupiesanimportant placeinthe
socid and culturd landscape of contemporary India Eventhough
therearedifferent changesin the post independent India, alarge
majority of Indianscontinuetoliveinitsmorethanfivelakhvil-
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lages. And most of them remain dependent on agriculture, di-
rectly or indirectly. According to therecent Census, rural India
accounted for nearly 72 per cent of Indiastotal population. Simi-
larly, though the share of agriculture has come down to around
one-fourth of thetotal national income, nearly half of India's
working populationisdirectly employedintheagricultural sec-
tor.

Fromtheearly writingsonwardsvillagecommunity became
asgnificant structural and demographic reality thoughwhich so-
ciologist and social anthropologist |ooked at the social forma-
tionsinIndian society. AsAndre Betalllewrites, Thevillagewas
not merely aplacewherepeoplelived; it had adesigninwhich
were reflected the basic values of Indian civilisation'
(Beteille1980:108).

Village Community in India- A Historical Overview

Intheearly nineteenth century British administratorshad
described Indianvillagesas'littlerepublics withtheir smpleform
of salf government and, amost no interference from the higher
political authority except for claiming asharein the produce of
theland and demanding young men to serveinthewars. The
villagesfunctioned normally, unconcerned about who sat onthe
thronein the kingdoms of which they wereterritorially apart.
They were a so described asbeing economically sdlf-sufficient
having nearly everything that they wanted withinthemsdlves. This
description of Indian villagesisan over-asmplified one. Yet it in-
fluenced theviewsof important scholarslikeKarl Marx and Henry
Maineand Indian nationalistslike MahatmaGandhi. It wasonly
after gaining Independencethat somesocia anthropologistswho
madeintensivefield sudiesof Indian villagesbeganto question
the conventiona description of thelndian village. Onthe basisof
their findingsthey demonstrated that the Indian village hasbeen
apart of thewider society and civilisation and not "little repub-
lics" asdescribed by Britishadministrators.

Inpre-BritishIndia, it'svery difficult to say that thevillage
was politically autonomous except for paying tax to thelocal
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chieftain or theking and providing him young menfor hiswars.
Therelation between the king and his subjectswas acomplex
one. Theking performed several dutiestowardshissubjects. He
built roads, tanksand canalsfor irrigation. Hea so built temples
and gavegiftsof landto piousand learned Brahmins. Hewasthe
head of dll caste panchayatsand disputesregarding mutua caste
rank wereultimately settled by him. So, therel ation between the
village and theruler wasacomplex oneanditiswrongto de-
scribethevillagein pre-British Indiaasallittlerepublic'. It must
however be pointed out that due to the absence of roadsand
poor communication, thevillagedid enjoy acons derableamount
of autonomy aswell asdiscreetnessfromthehigher levelsof the
politica system. Thevillage panchayat formed mainly of thedomi-
nant caste exercised authority inloca matters, settled inter-caste
disputesand maintained law and order inthevillage.

But, the British rule changed the rel ationship between the
villageandtheruler. Political conquest wasfollowed by the de-
velopment of communiceations. Thisenabled the British to estab-
lish an effective administration. Government employeeslikethe
police, revenueofficial, and others, cametothevillage. TheBrit-
ishestablished asystem of law courts. Mg or disputesand crimina
offenceshad to be settled in court. Thisgreetly reduced the power
of thevillage panchayat.

Since Independence, theintroduction of parliamentary de-
mocracy and adult franchise hasmadethevillageeven morefully
integrated with thewider political system. Villagersnot only elect
membersof local bodieslikethe gram panchayat but also elect
membersof the statelegidature and parliament. Regiona and
national political partiesareactiveinthevillage doing propa-
gandaand mobilising support for their parties. Government poli-
ciesand programmeslikethe Community Development Schemes
affect thevillage. Althoughthevillageisapolitical unit withan
€l ected panchayat to run theday-to-day administration, it ispart
of thedigtrict or zilla, whichispart of the state. The stateis part
of thelndian Union. Thereisinteraction between thesedifferent
levelsof thepoalitica system.
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Transformations: Urban I mpact on theVillages
The post independent I ndiawitnessed the process of in-
dustridization and thereby urbanization. Aswe saw that the In-
dianvillagewasnot economicaly self sufficient evenintheBrit-
ishtimes. Industridisation and urbanisation, which began during
British ruleand gained momentum after independence, havemade
thevillageapart of thewider economic network. Recent studies
in sociology have concentrated on agrarian movements, Bhoodan
movement, land reforms, community development and thegreen
revolution. These developmentsled to thetransformation of In-
dianvillagesystem asawhole. M.S.A. Rao (1974) in hisbook
Urban Sociology in Indiaidentified threetypesof urbanimpact
onthevillagesinIndia
+ Firdly, therearevillagesinwhichasizablenumber of people
havetaken employment in Indian citiesand even overseas
towns. They send money regularly to their families, which
areleft behind inthevillages. Themoney earned fromthe
urban employment isused to build fashionable housesin
their villagesandinvestedin land and industry.
4+ Thesecond kind of urbanimpact isseeninvillages, which
arestuated near anindustrial town. Their landsaretotally
or partialy acquired. They receiveaninflux of immigrant
workers, which stimulatesademand for housesand amar-
ketinsdethevillage.
4+ Thethird typeof impact onthevillageisthegrowth of met-
ropolitan cities. Asthe city expandsit sucksinthevillages
lyingontheoutskirts. Many villageslosetheir land, whichis
used for urban development. Thevillagersintheselandless
villageswho get cash compensationmay investinlandinfar
off placesor in commerce or squander themoney. Thevil-
lagersgeneraly seek urban employment. Thosevillageson
thefringe of acity whoseland hasnot yet been acquired or
particularly acquired may engagein market gardening, dairy
farming and poultry keeping. Some may seek employment
inthecity and start commuting.
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1.3. Concepts of Social Change in Indian Society-
Sanskritisation,

Wester nisation, M oder nization

Conceptsof Social Change

Theprimeconcern of sociologigt isto understand thechanges
occurred inthe society. Even the origin of sociology traced back
totheindugtria and French revolutionsand related socid changes.
Duetorthis, sociology and sociologists have never lost sight of
thestudy of socia change, and thisinterest has been major con-
cern of the disciplinethroughout itsentire history of about two
hundred years. Social change can be caused by many factors.
I ncreased popul ation can bring about changes. Innovations-i.e.,
new ideas or an object can bring about new relationships. Itis
also possiblethat one society can borrow ideas or objectsfrom
other societies, which may causevariationin socia relations. In
thecontext of India, therearedifferent factorsof thesocia change.

Asweknow all societiesundergo changes. |n some cases
these may beradical inthe sensethat some social ingtitutions
may be replaced by new ones. Or, there may be major changes
intheexisting socia ingtitutions. For example, thedominance of
nuclear familiesintheplaceof traditiond joint familieshasbrought
achangeinthefamily asasocia ingtitution. Furthermore, there
areother institutions, which nolonger exist. For instance, if a
society based on davery isreplaced by feudalismthen thesocial
ingtitutionsin that slave society may disappear too. If we ob-
serve societiesover aperiod of time (i.e., historically) wewill
find that changes havetaken placein al of them. In some cases
thesemay begradual, i.e., spread over along period of time. In
othersthey may berapid.

InIndiacaste systemisaunique mode of social stratifica-
tion. We can't discussor theoriessocia changewithout referring
to cast system and related practices. Caste hasbeen considered
to be aclosed system of stratification. However, inreality no
system can be absolutely closed. Infact, social change hasal-
way's been present within the caste system. Inthelongrun, dif-
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ferent kind of changeshappenedinthesocia setup. TheBritish
colonialism and modern education also triggered socia and cul-
tural changeinthelndian society. Different sociologist and so-
cial anthropologist tried explain socia changein Indian context.

Inthe society there aredifferent factorsoperating to bring
social change. Some of these may beexternal to social institu-
tions. For exampl e, changes caused by achangein the economy
or the production relations. Inthemodern society industrializa-
tion createschangesin socid ingtitutions. For instance, thechanges
inthefamily structureare caused by theimpact of indudtridisation.
Nuclear familiesare more adaptiveto the nature of industrial
societiesthan joint families. Thejoint familiesaremoresuited to
pre-industrial, mainly agrarian, societies. At thesametime, there
arechange producing agentsinsideasociety aswell.

Inthe context of India, sociologist and social anthropolo-
gist have developed several conceptsto study socia changein
India: development, moderni zation, Westeni zation, universaiza
tion, social development, great and little traditionsare some of
them. For along time soci ol ogistsand anthropologistsin India
used the concepts of parochialization and universalization, and
great and little traditions which were developed by McKim
Marriot and Robert Redfield in studies of Indian and Mexican
villages. Among such conceptsthreeimportant conceptsrelated
withsocid changeare,

1. Sanskritisation,

2. Westernisdtion,

3.  Modernisation
1.3.1. Sanskritisation

In the previous section we briefly discussed about
sanskritisation and westernization. M.N Srinivasdeveloped the
concept of sanskritization to understand the socia changeinIn-
dian society. In hisbook Religion and Society among the Coorgs
of Mysore (1952) he described the dynamic nature of the caste
systemin the Indian society. He used thisterm to describethe
processof cultural mobility inthetraditional socia structure of
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Indian society. Srinivas, definesthe concept of Sanskritization as
"aprocessby whicha'low' Hindu caste, or tribal or other group,
changesitscustoms, ritua, ideology and way of lifeinthedirec-
tion of a high, frequently, 'twice born' caste”. According to
Srinivas, lower caste hindusadopted ritual sand customsof higher
caste peoplestoraisetheir social positionsin caste hierarchy.
And also, they gave up some of their own social and cultural
rituals, which are considered to beimpure by the higher castes.
They adopted dressing style and food habits of Brahminsand
gave up meat eating, liquor consumption and animal sacrifices.
Through this process, within ageneration or sothey canclaim
higher positionintheexisting caste hierarchy. Themajor factors
that contributefor the processof Sanskritizationwere:
1. HRuidity of political systemwith bardic castehaving the spe-
cid privilegeof legitimization of theorigin of different castes

and Varnas
2. Pogtion of thedominant caste
3. PRilgrimage

4. Migrationof vauesand beliefsfromgreat traditiontolittle
tradition
5. Secular factorsin determining the position of caste(in addi-
tionto pollution and purity)
6. Migrationtonew areas
7. Bhakti movement that established theideaof equality be-
foreGod and thustheideaof equdity among different groups
and castes
Thecastesystemisarigid system of socia stratificationin
which the positions of each castearefixed. Mobility between
the hierarchiesisonly possible for the people who belong to
twice born caste or the middleregions of the hierarchy. A low
casteindividual will takeageneration or two to change hispos-
tion only through adopting vegetarianism and by sanskritizing his
ritualsand customs. So, sanskritizationisconsidered astheimi-
tation of the Brahmanical customs and mannersby thelower
castes. AsSrinivas stated " Themediation of thevariousmodels
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of Sanskritization through thelocal dominant caste stressesthe
importance of thelatter in theprocessof cultural transmission.
Thus, if thelocally dominant castes Brahminor Lingayat, it will
tend to transmit a Brahmanical model or Vaishya model. Of
course, each locally dominant caste hasits own conception of
Brahmin, Kshatriyaor Vaishyamodels'

Thisobservation pointsout variationsin and varieties of
mobility or changeinthe caste system. To make hisobservation
more powerful and empirically substantiated he citesthe histori-
cal study of K.M. Pannikar. Pannikar holds the view that all
K shatriyas have comeinto being by appropriation of power by
thelower castesand consequently the Kshatriyaroleinthe so-
cial hierarchy. Srinivasfurther addsthat though all non-domi-
nant, particularly low or non-twiceborn casteswant to sanskritize
themsel ves but only those succeed whose economic and politi-
cal conditionshaveimproved. For example, theEzhavasinKerda
asotriedto achieve upward social mobility. The Ezhavaswere
asotraditionally toddy-tappers. They wereled by Shri Narayanan
Guru and the S.N.D.P. Yogam, forming an association called
Shri Narayana Guru DharmaParipalayan. Inthelatter part of
the 19th century the associationlaunched activitiesfor sanskritisng
the norms and customs of Ezhavas. It undertook secular
programmes such as establishing school sand co-operative so-
cieties. The Ezhavasa sojoined handswith Christiansand Mus-
limsfor achievingtheirams.

Inhisdefinition of Sanskritization Srinivasincluded sched-
uled casteand processof social mohility. Though, culturaly the
distance between thetribal and the upper caste sectionsof soci-
ety arevery high and thetribal peoplewere ecologically and
socialy isolated. They had developed their owntraditions, cus-
toms, habitsand waysof life. Even though, different social fac-
torswereat work leading to transmission of cultural el ements
from the dominant caste of society to thetribes. They havefelt
theimpact of Sanskriticideasand values. Thisimpact hasgath-
ered momentum over thelast several decades.
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The sanskritization of tribal started dueto the opening of
thetribal areasto the outside world. One of the most general
effectsof Sanskritisation of tribal communitiesisthat it leadsto
theintegration of sesgmentsof tribal society unto thewider caste
sructureanditsassmilationinthewider Hindufold. Therehave
been numerous exampl es of thiskind of integration or cultural
assmilation. TheBhumij of eastern India, theRay Gondin Cen-
tral Indiaand the Pateliain western Indiaare some examples of
suchintegrationin the caste structure. Thisintegration cannot be
understood simply intermsof changesinrituasor styleof life.
Rather itisareflection of fundamenta transformation viz. tribal
peoplegetting integrated morefully into thewider economic sys-
tem.

Sanskritizationisnot aone-way processthroughwhichthe
local cultures seem to have received morethan they havegiven.
AsSrinivasmentioned 'it should be remembered that throughout
Indian history local € ementshaveentered into themain body of
Sanskritic belief, myth, and custom, andin their travel through-
out thelength and breadth of India, elementsof Sanskritic cul-
turehave undergonedifferent changesin thedifferent culturear-
eas. Festivalssuch asthe Dasara, Deepavali, and Holi haveno
doubt certain common features all over the country, but they
have also important regional peculiarities. In the case of some
festivalsonly thenameiscommon all over Indiaand everything
e seisdifferent-the same name connotes different thingsto people
indifferent regions. Similarly each region hasits own body of
folklore about the heroes of the Ramayanaand M ahabharata,
and not infrequently, epicincidentsand charactersarerelated to
outstanding features of local geography. And in every part of
Indiaareto befound Brahmanswho worship thelocal deities
which preside over epidemics, cattle, children'slives, and crops,
besidesthe great godsof al-IndiaHinduism. It isnot unknown
for aBrahman to make abloodsacrifice to one of thesedeities
through the medium of non-Brahman friend. Throughout Indian
history Sanskritic Hinduism hasabsorbed | ocal andfolk eements
andtheir presencemakeseasi er thefurther absorption of smilar
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elements. The absorptionisdonein such away that thereisa
continuity between thefolk and thetheological or philosophical
levels, and thismakes possible both the gradud transformation
of thefolk layer aswell asthe"vulgarization" of thetheol ogical
layer'.

Itisamuch broader definition of Sanskritization. Itisnei-
ther confined to Brahminsas only reference group not to the
imitation of mereritualsand religiouspractices. It also means
imitation of ideologies. However the socid changeand mobility
associated with Sanskritization resultsonly in'positiond changes
in the system, but does not lead to any significant structural
changes. Hencethe concept servesvery little purposein under-
standing the contemporary socia changesinthe Indian society.
1.3.2. Westernization

Westernization refersto changes brought about inthe In-
dian society and cultureasaresult of over 150 yearsof British
rule. Inanother word, westerni sation meanstheimpact of Western
culture, vauesandingtitutionson the Indian Society. The contact
withtheWest, particularly after the British colonialismin India,
setinmotion another processof socia changein India. Theterm
westernization meanschangesoccurring at different levels- tech-
nology, ingtitutions, ideology and values. Theterm westerniza-
tion emphasi se on theidea of humanitarianism and rationality.
Thesetwo notions played an important rolein the process of
ingtitutional and socia reformsin Indian subcontinent.

As Srinivaselaborated 'the spread of Sanskrit theological
ideasincreased under Britishrule. Thedevel opment of commu-
nicationscarried Sanskriti zationto areasprevioudy inaccessible,
and the spread of literacy carried it to groups very low inthe
caste hierarchy. Western technol ogy-railways, theinternal com-
bustion engine, press, radio, and plane-has ai ded the spread of
Sanskritization. For instance, the popul arity of harikathahasin-
creased inthelast few yearsin Mysore City, the narrator usually
using amicrophoneto reachamuch larger audiencethan before.
Indian filmsare popul arizing storiesand incidentsborrowed from
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the epicsand puranas. Films have been made about thelives of
saints such as Nandandr, Potana, Tukaram, Chaitanya, Mir&,
and Tulasidds. Cheap and popular editionsin thevariousver-
nacularsof theepics, puranas, and other religiousand semi-reli-
giousbooks are available nowadays. Theintroduction by the
British of aWestern political institution like parliamentary de-
mocracy aso contributed to theincreased Sanskritization of the
country. Prohibition, aSanskritic value, hasbeenwrittenintothe
Condtitution of the Republic of India, and the CongressGovern-
mentsin variousstates haveintroduced it wholly or partly'.

Thewestern system of education wasalso responsiblefor
the spread of egditarianideasand modern, scientificrationality.
Theseideasbecametheguiding spirit behind the national move-
mentinthefight for equality of opportunities, asourceof ingpira-
tionfor socid reforms, and achdlengetotraditiona vaues, which
supported the caste system. Thewestern type of education has
aso made possiblethe upward mobility of individual sand groups
inthe society. Individualsget their children educated in public
schoolsand convents, follow modern occupations, which are
moreremunerative and adopt awesternized style of life. Gener-
aly, such changesarefollowed by aclaimto ahigher positionin
the caste hierarchy than that traditionally conceded tothe claim-
ant caste by thelocal community.

Westerni zation, onthe other hand, refersto changesbrought
about in the Indian society and culture asaresult of over 150
yearsof British rule, the term subsuming changes occurring at
different levels- technol ogy, institutions, ideology and val ues.
Thewestern system of education wasalso responsiblefor the
spreed of egditarianideasand modern, scientificrationdity. These
ideasbecamethe guiding spirit behind the national movement in
thefight for equality of opportunities, asource of inspirationfor
socia reforms, and achallengeto traditiona values, which sup-
ported the caste system. Asaresult, independent I ndiaadopted
amodern constitution, founded a secular democratic stateand
followed the policy of planned socio-economic devel opment,
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democratic decentralisation and the policy of protectivediscrimi-
nation for theweaker sections.

It ischaracterized by western patterns of administration,
legal system and education through the medium of the English
language. Under theimpact of theWesternway of life, asizeable
section of educated and urbanised I ndian adopted Western style
of dress, food, drink, speech and manners. Theemulation of the
Westincul cated theva uesof Western democracy, indudtridisation
and capitalism. Therearecultural aswell asstructural aspectsof
Westernisation. It brought about structural changesby thegrowth
of modern occupationsrelated with modern education, economy
and industry, emergence of urban centerswith theintroduction
of colonia administration and therise of urban middleclass.

On the one hand, Srinivas mentioned about thewaysin
which thewesternization of Indiahashel ped its Sanskritization.
Onthe other hand he a so explained the conflict between San-
skritic and Western values. One aspect of the conflict whichto
my mind appearsto be very important isthe conflict, real or
apparent, between theworld view disclosed by the systematic
gpplication of scientific method to the vari ous spheres of knowl-
edgeand theworld view of thetraditiond religions. Noanalysis
of modern Indian socia lifewould be complete without acon-
sderation of westernization and theinteraction between it and
Sanskritization. Inthe nineteenth century, the Britishfoundin In-
diaingtitutionssuch asdavery, human sacrifice, suttee, thuggery,
andin certain partsof the country, femaleinfanticide. They used
all the power at their disposal to fight theseinstitutionswhich
they considered to be barbarous. There were al so many other
ingtitutionswhich they did not gpproveof, but which, for various
reasons, they did not try to abolish directly.

Inthe case of tribal communitieswesternization process
happened very rapidly. The Christian missonsplay an active part
among tribal communitiesin India. They operate as agents of
social change. Besides providing an alternative system of reli-
giousva ues, the missionariesintroduce many new featuresinto
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tribal society such aseducation and modern medical facilities.
The spread of education and conversionto anew religion, i.e.
Christianity haveled to rapid Westernisation among thetribal
communities. The processismore pronouncedinthetribal belts
of the north-eastern region than elsewhere. The Mizo, Naga,
Khas are some examplesrepresenting such aprocess. Conver-
sion to Christianity has also taken place in the region of
Chotanagpur in Bihar. So, Westernizationinaway changed the
lifepatternsof Indiansand created new values. Thevision of the
average Indian, solong closed and severely confined wasen-
larged and liberalised to someextent. Exposureto Englishlitera-
ture, history and political institutions made them to adopt hu-
manitarian outlook and promoted in them an active concern for
welfareof al human beings.

Though, westernization made remarkable changesin the
social fabricsof the Indian society, some sociol ogist posed a
number of criticisms against this process. It brought many
changesin theIndian eliteranging from their speech, clothing,
and food habitsto certain value changeslike huroanitarianiam,
equalitarianism and secularism, etc. Western influencethus, has
been avery important source of social changein India. How-
ever, theprocessfailed to bring about bas c changesinthemasses.
The processdid not foster any changesin thevalue orientation
and attitudes of the broader strata of society. Thusthe changes
ingtituted by Westernization had an ditist biasand failed to touch
the broad local and grass root levels of the people. Also the
changesintroduced asaresult of Westernization werelimited
only totheadminigrativeandtechnicd fieldsasaganst the deeper
socia and cultural spheresof life. Thusthe concept of Western-
izationistoo narrow to stand for the wider and complex pro-
cessesof social changethat happened in Indian society.

1.3.3. Modernization

Sinceindependence, modernization of Indiahasbeenan
integral part of thenational development and social transforma-
tion. Conscious and sustained efforts are being made for the
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overall development of India'seconomy, polity, socia frame-
work and cultural matrix. Indiastrangtion towards moderniza-
tion has been aslow and continuous process. It wasduring the
early part of theninteenth century that thetraditiona socid struc-
ture of Indiaunderwent some changes. Modernizationispro-
cesshy whichacultureor society becomessocialy and techno-
logically moreadvanced and abetter livelihood isassured for a
vast sectionsof society.

Compareto sanskritization and westernization, the concept
of Modernizationismuch morecomprehensive and hasgreater
explanatory power to understand the contemporary social
changestaking placein Indian society. The process of modern-
ization describesthe qualitative and quantitative changesthat are
taking placein the contemporary human society. A seriesof in-
terpenetrating and interdependent transformationsareinherent
inthecomplex process of modernization. The problem of mod-
ernizationisnot externa aone; itisinternal too and assuchitis
intimately associ ated with human personality.

The process of modernizationinvolvesnot only enormous
institution building inthe social, economic, political and other
spheresof thelife of people but also abasic changein the per-
sonality structure of theindividual. Indeed thetwo changesare
complementary. Thus modernization entailsinternalisation of
positive attitudesand val ue orientationslike those of achievistic
norms, specificity of rolesand rel ationships, secular and rational
outlook, belief intheefficacy of human effortsingod attainment,
participationin political processesasresponsiblecitizens, devel-
opment of personal opinion on publicissues, readinessto play
new rolesaccording to new relationshipsand so on.

In Indiathe process of modernization brought about funda-
mental, deep rooted and widespread changesin attitudes, val -
ues, motivations and behaviour of people. And it becameade-
srable stateleading to better living condition for the people. Al-
though the process of modernizationisvery desirable, perva-
sve, and transformativeit may fail to reach every section of the
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society dueto somestructural obstacles, caste or ascriptive strati-
fication or some negative elementsof tradition or fatalistic atti-
tudesof individualsin society. But for the processto be more
effectiveit should reach amajor segment of the popul ation of the
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MODULE 11
INDIAN SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS

2.1. Family and Marriagein Indian Society- Sructural and
Functional changes
2.1.1. Family in Indian Society:

Inthefirst semester welearn different aspectsof family and
itstypologies. Asweknow, family isthe basic unit of thesocia
structurein every society. Insimple societiesaswell asinthe
complex and modem societiesfamily play animportant rolein
the processof socidization of theindividual. Ineach socia setup,
it variesininternal organization, initsdegree of autonomy andin
the sanctions and taboos by whichit is protected and perpetu-
ated. Thereareanumber of characteristicsfeaturefor thefamily
such astitsuniversality, itspresenceinvariouscultureandin
time.

Itsbiologica and socid functionsmakeit animportant so-
cid inditutionfor theexistence of the society. Each family follow
specific pattern of lifeaccordingtotheir socid structureand mord
valuesand it varieswith time and place and peoples. It isbuilt
around the needs of human beingsto regularize sexua behaviour
and protect and nurturethe young ones. Because of thisreasons
family isseen asauniversal socia ingtitutionand aswell asan
inevitable part of human society.

Different sociologist definesfamily in different ways, ac-
cordingtoitsnatureand functionssuch assexual, reproductive,
economic and educetiona. Thefamily hasdefined asgroup based
on marital relations, rightsand duties of parenthood, common
habitation and reciprocal relationsbetween parentsand children.
Somesociologistsfed that thefamily isasocid group character-
ized by common residence, economic co-operation and repro-
duction. Inanother word family isviewed asan adult male and
femaleliving together withtheir offspringinamoreor lessper-
manent relationship such asmarriagewhichisapproved by their
society. Thesedefinitionspoint out four basi csfuturesof thefamily
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asaspecia kind of socia grouping, they are:

1. Itinvolvesasexual relationship between adultsof opposite
SEXES,

2. Itinvolvesther cohabitation or living together,

3. ltinvolvesat least the expectation of relative permanence
of therelationship between them; and

4. Therdaionshipisculturaly defined and societd sanctioned-
itisamarriage.

According to thisdefinition and features of thefamily we
canidentify someimportant functions. They are discussed be-
low:

1. Member replacement and physical maintenance: In order
to survive, every society must replace memberswho die
and keepthe survivorsaive. Theregulationsof reproduc-
tion are centered in thefamily asare cooking and eating
and care of thesick. Once children are born, they will be
nurtured and protected withinthefamily. Itisthefamily that
feedsclothesand sheltersthem.

2. Regulationof sexua behavior: Thefamily regulates sexud
behaviour. Each and every member's sexual behaviour is
influenced to some extent by what islearned inthefamily
setting. The sexual attitudes and patterns of behaviour we
learninthefamily reflect societal normsand regulate our
sexud behaviour. Thesociological notion of sexual regula
tion should not be confused with repression. Thenorms, on
the other hand, specify under what conditionsand withwhat
partners sexual needs may be satisfied.

3. Socidisationof children: Thefamily carriesout theserious
responsbility of socialising each child. Childrenaretaught
largely by their familiesto conformto socially approved
patternsof behaviour. If thefamily servessociety asanin-
strument for thetransmission of culture, it servestheindi-
vidual asaninstrument of socialisation. A family prepares
itschildrenfor participationinthelarger world and acquaints
themwiththelarger culture,
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Satustransmisson: Individua'ssocid identity isinitialy fixed
by family membership by being born to parentsof agiven
status and characteristics. Children take on the socio-eco-
nomic classstanding of their parentsand the culture of the
classintowhichthey areborn, includingitsvaues, behaviour
patternsand definitionsof redlity. Inadditiontointernalising
family attitudesand beliefs, children aretrested and defined
by othersasextensionsof the social identity of their par-
ents. In short, family actsasavehicleof culturetransmis-
sionfrom generation to generation.

Economicactivity: Until recent times, thefamily wasanim-
portant unit of both production and consumption. Thefam-
ily produced most of thegoodsit consumed and consumed
most of thegoodsit produced. But today, modern families
mainly earnincomes. Thus, their principal functionisthat of
the consumption of goodsand serviceswhichthey purchase.
Because of the production of incomethe provision of eco-
nomic support for family membersisamajor function of the
modernfamily.

Socid emotiona support: Thefamily asaprimary groupis
animportant source of affection, loveand social interac-
tion. Caring for family membersdoesnot end with infancy
and childhood. Itisseemingly the nature of human beingsto
establish socia interdependencies, not only to meet physi-
cal needs, but also to gratify emotional and psychological
needsfor responseand affection aswell as.
Inter-ingtitutional linkage: Each baby isapotentia partici-
pant inthegroup lifeofthe society. Family membershipina
religious, political, economic, recreational and other kinds
of organisationstypicaly givesindividua san opportunity to
participatein activitiesthat might otherwise be closed to
them. Thefamily, then, not only preparestheindividual to
fill social rolesand occupy astatusin the community, but
also providesthe opportunitiesfor such activity. Somein-
ditutionsdepend aso ontheway thefamily functionsinthis
regardtoinsuretheir own continuity and survival.
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Family in Indian Society

InIndia, family isoneof themost important social institu-
tionswhich congtitutethe society. It providesthe needs essential
and performsimportant functionsof the society, such as, repro-
duction, production and sociaisation. Broadly speaking there
aretwotypesof family:

1. Nuclear family consisting of husband, wifeand unmarried
children,

2. Joint or extended family comprising afew morekinsthan
thenuclear type.

Thisclassfication of familiesintojoint and nuclear typesis
usually based on theway in which families are organised. For
instance, themost popular definition of anuclear family istore-
fer toit asagroup conssting of aman, hiswifeand their unmar-
ried, children. Thejoint family iscommonly defined asthenucl ear
family plusal kin belonging to the side of husband, and/or wife
livinginonehomestead. Inthe caseof joint family, theimportant
dimensionsof ‘jointness are coresidentiality (membersof afam-
ily live under the sameroof), commensality (eat together or have
acommon kitchen), coparcenary (joint ownership of property),
generation depth (three or more generations), and fulfillment of
obligation towardskin and sentimental aspect.

Insociological literaturetheterm 'extended family isused
ingtead of thetermjoint family toindicatethat the combination of
two or more nuclear familiesis based on an extension of the
parent-child relationship. Thus, the patrilinedly extended family
isbased on an extension of thefather-son relationship, whilethe
matrilineally extended family isbased on the mother-daughter
relaionship.

Changesin thel nstitution of Family

Aswediscussed family in Indiahasbeen generaly of two
kinds, joint or extended family comprising morethan two gen-
erations of members such asamarried couple, their children,
married or unmarried and oneor both parents. The other type of
family isthe nuclear family consisting of husband, wifeand un-
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married children. It wasinitialy assumed that the processof ur-
bani zation leadsto adeclinein family size, weakening of family
tiesand break up of joint family systeminto nuclear families.

Industrialization and urbanization brought about thesetypes
of social changesin society and nuclear familiescametobeas-
sociated with themodernindustrial urban societies. InIndia, too,
thisassumption presupposesthat joint family isaningtitution of
therura socia structureand as society gets urbanized thejoint
families, associated with rurd agrarian economy will giveway to
nuclear family with theincrease of non-agrarian occupations. But
asevidence gathered by sociologistsstudying family inurban
Indiareveals, this hypothesis does not hold much acceptance
sinceasamatter of fact joint familiesarefoundin urban areasas
well. Thecorrdationof "joint" family with rura aressand " nuclear
family with urban isnot reasonable. Thehousehold dimension of
family in Indiawhichindicatesthat thereisno correlation be-
tween urbanization and 'separate’ nuclear households.

2.1.2. Marriagein Indian Society

Marriageisauniversal social ingtitution; it providesarec-
ognized formfor entering into areatively enduring heterosexual
rel ationship for thebearing and rearing of children. Marriageplays
animportant rolein the regulation of human reproduction. So-
ciologicaly, thisreproduction provides|egitimization to the chil-
dren bornin marriageand thislegitimacy isimportant inthe mat-
tersof inheritance and succession. Besides, through marriage
there comesinto existencethefamily, arelatively stable social
group that isresponsiblefor the care and training of children.
Higtoricaly, marriage provided theingtitutional mechanismsnec-
essary for replacement of social membersand thereby hasbeen
mesting theimportant prerequistesof human surviva and society's
continuance.

Another important aim of marriageis providing compan-
ionship, emotional, and psychologica supporttotheindividud.
Theideaof companionshipin marriage asamain feature, how-
ever, isarecent development. Historically, all societieshave
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emphasized marriageto beasocid obligation. Itisinvested with
severd familid, socid and economicresponsbilities. Higoricaly
marriage hasbeen found to exist inawidevariety of formsin
different societies. Typologically, therearedifferent kindsand
formsof marriage.
Changesin thelnstitution of Marriage

Asasocid ingtitution different changeshad reflected inthe
variousaspectsof marriage. Inthemoderntime, industridisation
and urbani sation are two most important changeswhich have
profoundly affected theingtitution of marriaged| over theworld.
InIndia, different communitiesand caste groupshave different
rulesand proceduresfor marriage. Each group hasresponded
differentially to processof industrialization and urbanization.
Though, certain common changesarevisiblein theinstitution of
marriage are visible in Indian society. We can classify these
changesonthebasisof,
Formsof marriage
Mateselection
Ageof marriage
Ritualsand Customs
Goasand Stability of marriage
Changesinthe Formsof Marriage: We know that different
societiesperform different systemsof marriage. Now, so-
cietieswithtraditionsof plura marriagesareturningtowards
monogamy. Dueto the generad improvement inthe status of
woman and her gradual emancipation from the clutches of
maledominance, eveninthose societieswherepolygamy is
permissible, incidencesof polygamousmarriages, and plu-
rality of wives, are on the decrease. In India, the Hindu
MarriageAct hasbanned both polygynousand polyandrous
marriages. Thetrend towards monogamy has also been
encouraged by the new ideaof romantic loveasthebasis
for marriage propagated by the western societies. Itisa
marriageinwhich onespecificindividual isconsidered to
betheideal partner.

T N e
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+ Changesin Mate Selection: Intraditiona societieslikeln-
dia, where mate selection was entirely aright of parents
and elders. Young men and women areincreasingly being
given somesay inthematter of mate selection. From apo-
stioninwhichthey had no say whatsoever concerningwhom
they wereto get married to, astage hasnow comeinwhich
the concerned individual sare consulted and their consent
obtained. In urban middleclassfamilies, sonsand daugh-
ters have even cometo enjoy theright to reject marriage
proposasinitiated by othersin India, mate selection through
newspaper advertisement hasbecome quiteapopular prac-
tice among urban middle classes and the | atest devel op-
ment isthe reported harnessing of the servicesof comput-
ersin bringing potentia ly compatible matestogether.

+ ChangesinAgeof Marriage: InIndia, Child Marriage Re-
straint Act, popularly known asthe SardaAct, was passed
in1929. Thislegd effort led to theend of long lasting tradi-
tion of child marriage. Asweknow, Indiaisacountry where,
traditionally, child marriageswere prescribed, preferred and
encouraged; variouseffortsweremadeby socid reformers
to bring thispracticeto anend. Withincreasing enrolment
of girlsin schoolsand colleges, and their desireto take up
employment, along with the problemsof 'settling downin
lifefor thevast mgority of boys, theageat marriageisper-
force being pushed up. Further, as part of its population
policy, the Government has now prescribed the minimum
ageof marriageas 18 yearsfor girlsand 20 yearsfor boys.
Inurban areas, however, marriagesare now generally tak-
ing place beyond these prescribed minimum ages.

+ Changesin Marriage Ritualsand Customs. Marriagesin
Indiaaretending to becomemoretraditiond insofar asthe
ritual-custom complex isconcerned. Today, thereisare-
vival of many ritualsand customs, which, soon after inde-
pendence, appeared to have become weak. To an extent,
thisrevival isafunction of affluence. Many peoplein soci-
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ety havealot of money to spend lavishly onweddings, and

thereisatendency among the not-so affluent to imitatethe

affluent.

+ Changesinthe Goalsand Stability of theMarriage: Intra-
ditional societies, procreation isthe most important func-
tion of marriage and large sized family wasone of the cher-
ished goa sof marriage. But modern conditionsof lifehave
madealargefamily burdensome; infact, even thosewith
three or four children arebeing disfavored. India, infact,
wasthefirst country to adopt an official family planning
programme. Thiseffort isgradually influencing thevauesof
peopleinIndia. Itisbeing reaized that it isbetter to have
about two healthy and well-cared for childrenthan alarge
number who cannot be adequately fed, clothed or looked
after. Asprocreation, and along withit parentingrole, are
tending to becomelessimportant, other functionslikecom-
panionship and emotiona support from the spouseand chil-
dren are becoming the more important goal s of marriage.
Infact, the younger peopletoday are entering matrimony
for happinessand persond fulfilment.

2.2. Kinship Systemin India- Regional Variations-North

and South

Inthelast two sectionswetry to understand the social insti-
tutionsof family, and marriagein India. In order to fully under-
stand thesocid relationshipsinvolved infamily and marriagewe
need to understand rules, norms and patternsthat governthe
construction of socid relationshipsin family and marriage. Kin-
ship playsanimportant roleinthe congtitution of relationshipshby
constructing rules, normsand patterns.

Thissection of thesecond module providessomebasicidea
about the concept of kinship anditsrolein Indian society. We
explorethesgnificanceandregiona variationsof kinshipinin-
diansocid life. Beforegoing to the specific focus of the section,
wewill try to understand the definition of the conceptsof kinship
and basi ¢ conceptsrelated with kinship such asdescent, inherit-
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ance, residencerules, patriarchy and matriarchy. Thenwelook
at thekinship systeminIndiaanditsvariations.

Kinshipisasystem of social tiesbased on matrimonial (
affinal ties) and blood ties. (consanguinal ties). We considered
that the kinship systeminto whichwearebornandinwhichwe
bringinto asnatural. And webelieve and practicethat certain
closerelatives should be tabooed as marriage and sexual part-
ners, and a so believethat any infringement of thesetabooshave
disastrous social and other conseguences. We have socially and
culturaly recognized ideas about what isthe correct and proper
behaviour of different kin towardseach other. All such aspects
of kinship relationstend to betaken for granted unless, or until,
oneisconfronted with the kinship practices of other peoples. It
will be, sometime, totaly different from others. So, initidly, dif-
ferent practicesmay appear asdisgusting or inhuman, exotic or
fantastic, strangeor primitive, etc.

Intheearly timeof the devel opment of the disciplinessoci-
ologist and anthropol ogi sts spent agreat deal of timeto under-
stand cultural and social dimensionsof kinship. They tried to
understand various stagesthrough which they believed kinship
systemshad progressed in the course of human history. So, ana-
lyze of thekinship systemin asociety hel p theanthropologist to
explorethedominant structural characteristicsof thesociety. For
them kinship system refersto a set of persons recognised as
relatives, either, by virtue of ablood relationship called ascon-
sanguinity, or by virtue of amarriagerelationship caled asaffin-
ity. For example, therdationshipsbetween mother and sor/daugh-
ter, sister and brother/sister, father and son/daughter are
consanguinal, whilere ationships between father/mother-in-law
and daughter-/son-in-law areaffina.

M odern sociol ogy focused on the study of the collapse of
community, thedeclineof kinship solidaritieswasunderstood as
anecessary consequence of the economic specialization and
bureaucratic rationalization associated with modernity and in-
dustrial development. InIndia, Irawati Karve, in her book Kin-
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ship OrganizationinIndia(1952) did extensivefiddwork in dif-
ferent parts of the country and her knowledge of Sanskrit gave
her accessto datain scriptures, law booksand epics. According
different scholarsitisthesocid recognition of theserd ationships
that ismoreimportant than the actual biological ties. Networks
built around kinrel ationshipsplay asignificant rolein both rural
and urban socid lifeinIndia

Indiaisacountry with diversity intermsof communities
andregions. Sowe can seeawiderangeof kinship system across
theseregionsand communities. It'svery difficult to present de-
tailsof kinship systemin each and every communitiesand cul-
tures. Instead we canlooksat overal pictureof thevariationsin
south and north. Sociological literaturein Indiahashighlighted
features of North and South Indian kinship systems. Thisdoes
not mean that there areacommon future and no other varieties
of kinship systemsin different partsof both North and South
India

Sociologist and social anthropologist used different ap-
proachestothestudy of kinship systemindifferent regions. These
approaches can be broadly classified under two headings
1. Thelndologica approach or book view approach
2. TheAnthropological approach or field view approach
I ndological approach:

Aswediscussedinthefirst part of thismodule, Indologica
approach useclassical textual sourcesto understand Indian so-
ciety. Early sociologica anays sused textua sourcesfor explain-
ing theideological andjural bases of the kinship systemsand
institutions. For example, K.M. Kapadia (1947) hasused clas-
sical textsto describe Hindu kinship. PH. Prabhu (1954) inhis
book Hindu Social Organisation used Sanskrit textsto under-
stand kinshipinIndiansociety. Irawati Karve (1940, and 1958)
and G.S. Ghurye (1946, 1955) have extensively used textual
sourcesto explain kinship patternin different regionsof India
andto exploredifferent socio-historical perspectiveworked on
Indian kinship system. InIndiatheIndologica approachtothe
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study of kinship has provided aframework to understand the
elementsof continuity and changeinthesystem.
Anthropological approach:

Thisapproach focuses on thefield work and collect data
from the ground to understand different aspectsof kinship. As
wediscussed infield view approach anthropol ogical work on
kinship gave usaclear pictureof kinshipinIndiaandit also help
usto map the continuity and changesin the domain of kinship
system. Anthropol ogists havelooked at kinship systemsfrom
two pointsof view.

+ Descent approach
4+ Allianceapproach

Descent and allianceistwo prominent waysthrough which
individualsin society connected and kin relationshipswere es-
tablished. Theserelationships, first through blood relationship
and second through marital rel ationship congtitute kinship sys-
tem of the society. Sociologica and anthropol ogica workslooks
at thesetwo dimensionsto understand continuitiesand changes
inthekinshipsysteminindia

Descent Approach: Inour society thegroupsarerecognised
or defined on the basis of shared descent. Each oneof usisa
member of such a cooperating and closely bound group of
people. One can depend upon the help and support given by
such people. Such cooperating local groupsarealwayslarger
than elementary familiesof spousesandtheir children. Thereare
Sx poss bleavenuesfor thetransmission of descent group mem-
bership, from parentsto children. Theseare
+ Patrilineal - where descent istraced inthemalelinefrom

father to son,

+ Matrilineal - wheredescent istraced inthefemalelinefrom
mother to daughter,

4+ Double(duolineal or bilineal) - wheredescent istraced in
both thefather'slineaswell asmother'slinefor different
attributes such asmovabl e property in onelineand immov-
ablein another,
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+ Cognatic (bilatera) - wheredttributesaretransmitted equally
through both parents. Here no unilineal groups can be
formed but group structure can be cognatic, that is, thegroup
of kinpersonson thefather'sand mother's side. Member-
ship can beacquired through either thefather or the mother,

+ Paralel descent - avery rareform of descent where de-
scent linesare sex specific. Mentranamit totheir sonswhile
womentotheir daughters, andfinaly

+ Crossor aternative type descent - thisisalso very rare.
Here men transmit to their daughtersand women to their
sons.

The description and analysisof kinrelationshipsin ade-
scent group have given usafairly comprehensive sociological
understanding of certaintypesof kinship sysemsinIndia. Here,
wegeneraly find the patrilineal and matrilineal descent systems.
Of thetwo, patrilineal systemismorecommon.
AllianceApproach

Alliance playsanimportant rolein thestudy of kinship sys-
temsinIndia Kinshipincludesthe consideration of the patterns
and rulesof marriage. When asociologist paysspecid attention
tomarital relationsand different aspects of kinship, we say that
he/sheisfollowing the aliance approach to understand the pat-
ternsof kinship. Many studiesof kinshipin Indiahavefocused
on marriage asan aliance between two groupsand on kinship
terminology, asareflection of the nature of alliance. Because of
their concentration on relationshipsarising out of marriage, we
say that these studiesfollow thealiance approach.

Themain exponent of thisapproachisLouisDumont. He
hasemphasized therole played by marriagein thefield of kin-
ship in South India. By showing the opposition between
consanguinesand affines asreflected in the Dravidian kinship
terminol ogy, Dumont hasmade animportant contribution to our
understanding of kinship systemin Indiain general and of South
Indiain particular. He has applied to South Indiaastructural
theory of kinship.
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Regional Variationsin Kinship
Aswediscussed Indiaisageographicaly bigand culturally

diverse. So studying kinship in different communitiesand group

is a herculean task. Irawati Karve in her book Kinship

OrganisationinIndia(1953) divided Indiaintofour cultura zones

to study Indian kinship system. They are, the Northern, the Cen-

tral, the Southern and the Eastern zones. In this part, we con-
centrate ontwo regiona variations, that isnorth and south.

Kinship System in Northern Zone
Thenorthern zoneliesbetween the Himalayasto thenorth

and theVindhyarangesto the south. Inthisregion, the mgjority

of the peopl e speak languages derived from Sanskrit. Some of
theselanguagesare Hindi, Bihari, Sindhi, Punjabi, Assameseand

Bengdi.

Sociologistsand anthropol ogistsfollowed the descent ap-
proach to explain thekinship systemin North India. Thisthey
didinthe context of thefour aspectsof kin relationships. Inthe
following section wewill discussthesefour aspectshbriefly.

+ Kinshipgroups: Kinrelationshipsprovide both amethod of
passing on status and property from one generationto the
next and effective socia groupsfor purposes of coopera-
tion and conflict. You need to identify theform of descent
or of tracing one'srelationships. In other words, you find
out thesocia groupswithinwhich relatives cooperateand
conflict. These socid groupscongtitute kinship groups.

+ Kinshipterminology: Thelist of termsused by the peopleto
refer to their kin relationshi ps expressesthe nature of kin-
ship system. Thisiswhy by describing kinship terminology
you are able to throw light on the kinship system. M ost
features of the kinship system of any society are usually
reflected intheway kinship termsare used inthat society.
Generally aperson would apply the same term to those
relativeswho bel ong to the same category of kin relation-
ships. Inthiscase, theserd ativeswould a so occupy smilar
kinshiproles.

53



+ Marriagerules: Just askinship groupsdescribetheform of
kinship system found in asociety, so aso rulesfor mar-
riage, categories of peoplewho may/may not marry each
other, relationshi ps between bride-takersand bride-givers
providethe context withinwhich kin relationshipsoperate.
Talking about theseissues givesus an understanding of the
content of kinrelationships. Itistherefore necessary to spesk
of marriagerulesfor understanding any kinship system.

+ Exchangeof gifts: Sociologistsliketo describesocia rela-
tionshipsbetween various categories of relatives. Asthere
areawaystwo termsto any relationship, kinship behaviour
isdescribed in terms of pairs. For example, the parent-
child relationship would describekinship behavior between
two generations. Thissort of descriptionispossible only
whenyou makeastudy of thekinship system of aparticular
socid group. Wewould focusonthechain of gift givingand
taking among therd ativesfor understanding thebehavioura
aspectsof kinship system. Thisdiscussiongivesusanidea
of how kinship groupsinteract and how particular persons
play their kinshiproles.

3.1. Religionin Indian Society - Changing Dimensions
Religiousbeliefs, ritualsand organi zationsareintegral part

of every society. Religion playsanimportant rolein our under-
standing of theworld and shaping our everyday life. Theway in
whichwerelateto each other isvery often influenced by our
religiousbeliefs. Religionisasorelated to politics, and to eco-
nomic activitieslike production, distribution and consumption.
Often religion uniteshuman being together, but sometimeit cre-
ateshatred among them. Religion may producedifferingimpacts
indifferent places. Since, religionisthesourceof publicorderin
society and it providesthe source of inner individual peaceto
men and women, sociological study of religion and society is
very important.

Salient Featuresof Religion

1. Reigionhasacognitivefunction: It providesusthe catego-
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riesof understanding, in other wordsaframework of intel-

ligence (ideas of time, space, class, person, etc.)

2. Rdigionhasanintdlectud function: It explainsthemeaning
and purpose of humanlife. It givesand supportsvaluesand
normsgoverning the society. To be more specific, religion
playsasignificant rolein goal-setting and val ue-orientation
inasociety. Apart fromthisreligion explainsthenatura pro-
cesseslikebirth, death, misery and evil.

3. Rdigionisasocid indtitution becausecommunity of believ-
ers constitutes the basis of any religion. Religion isan
organisation becauseit consists of ahierarchy of deities,
priests, prophetsand believers.

4. Rdigionisanensambledf rituasand beliefscentering around
anotion of the sacred.

Thisfeaturesof thereligion showsthat it hasdifferent as-
pectsand work ascognitive, intellectua, socia and ethical func-
tionsto performinthesociety.

Different Formsof Religion
Sociologist and socid anthropologist classfied religionsin

todifferent typologies. Broadly therearethreeformsof religion.

They are,

(1) Smpleformof religion;

(i) Complexformof reigion

(i) Mixedformof religion.

Simpleform of religion
. There are no scriptures or Holy books present in such

religions. Thereare someimportant characteristic festureswhich

arefound inthesimpleformsof religion. These characteristic
featuresof thesmpleform of religionareasfollows:

1. Thearchaicformof religionisahigtorical, thatistimeless. It
isbdlieved asadivindy givenformof life, whichhasbeenin
existence since the appearance, or creation, of human be-
ing, the beginning of theWorld.

2. Asitisahigtoricd, itisnot founded or formalised by human
being.
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Inthisform of religion, theknowledge of belief andritud is
transmitted orally from one generation to the next.

Init, thereligious experienceisalso an aesthetic experi-
ence, shared collectively in such performancesasritud dance
andfedtivity.

Itisessentially descriptive, not explanatory. It ispracticed
in'good faith' afaith that needsno interpretation, no philo-
sophica debate, no diaectica discusson

Complex Formsof Religion

Complex formsof religion havethefollowing main features,

whichareradicaly different fromthesmpleformof religion.

1.
2.

Itishigtorical, that is, itsorigin can betraced.
Itisalsoafounded religion. Thefounder isattributed with
divine powers, recognised asthe Incarnation of God, the
Son of God, or the Messenger of 'God. Theadherentslook
upon thefounder assaviour.

Theknowledgeof belief andritud iscodified and textualised.
The scripturesare considered holy and believed to contain
the sacred words of God, or of his representative, and
worshipped asadeity.

Inthisform of religion thereisalarge measure of persona -
ism. Theemphasisison personal experience of religious
phenomena. Faith is organised around the personality of
thefounder.

Thisisahighly intellectudized formof religion. It possesses
abody of doctrinewhichthe adherentsarerequired to be-
lieveand follow. The new doctrinesare added in course of
scholastic development. New interpreters bel ong to the
same spiritud lineage. Thisleadsto theformation of cults
and sects. To continue the doctrinal system and to propa-
gatea particular ideology there comes up aclass of spe-
cialists, preachers, monksand ascetics. who devotetheir
livesexclusively for thispurpose.

Mixed Formsof Religion

Thistypeof rdigionischaracterised by thed ementsof both
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the smpleand the complex forms. Inparticular, itisareligion
with schol astic explanation but without history. One of the best
examplesof thistypeof rdigionisHinduism, traditiondly called
SanatanaDharmaor the Eternal Religion. Hinduismasamixed
form of religion doesnot haveahistorical originasfoundinls-
lam, Buddhismor Christianity. It hasno founder anditssourceis
not in space and time. Unlikethe complex formsof religions, it
does not possess an organized, bureaucratic religious order of
thetype present in Chrigtianity or Iam. Evenitssectsarewith-
out ties. Though they arefounded like Chrigtianity, ISam, or any
other historical religion, they do not form aself-governing sys-
tem. Each sect defines its boundary, but al are together in
SanatanaHinduism. The basisupon which the SanatanaHindu-
ismanditssectsarerelated isthe principleof one-and-many.
Changing Dimensionsof Religion
Changeisanintegral part of very society. Sometimes, reli-
gion beginsto act asaforce of social change. New interpreta-
tionsof theold scriptures, ritua sor dogmasinthelight of sweeping
changesinthe society at large, provide valuableinputs. Most
often religious sentimentsand symbol sareinvoked, new mean-
ingsareattributed to ritualsand beliefs, and in the processreli-
gion becomesavehicleof collective mobilization, for agroup of
believerswhowould liketo be'liberated'. Thisgroup of believ-
ersmay form asect and break away from the parent religion
itself asprotest. Religion alsointerpretswhat isanideal family,
best education etc. and thismay bring change or stability inthese
inditutions
4+ New evidences/researcheswhich cast the message of the
scriptures’holy books/ founder of therdligioninanew light.
+ Socid origins(socid class, ethnicity etc.) of theclergy, cler-
ics, priestsand the community of believers.
+ Mediumthrough which stabilisation or changeisdissemi-
nated.
+ Reinterpretation of the Holy Books/Scriptures/Testsinthe
light of scholarly debatesor movements.
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+ Politica statusof thereligionscommunity-ruled by acolo-
nial regimeor themselves.

+ Nexusof therdligioushierarchy with other sectionsof the
society. In other words, position of power within and out-
Sdetherdigion.

+ Emergence of prophets, impact of other cultures, political
subordination, economic exploitation of thebelievers.

+ Justaschangesinreligionmay initiate changesinthesocia
order, changesin the society in variousrealmslike educa
tion, family, science, industry, stretification may compel re-
ligiontoexplainthesocia order inanew light.

Inthe case of religion too, we witnessed different changes
inthedifferent historical Situations. Noformof religionisstatic.
In some casesthe change may hedow and minor, inothersrela
tively rgpid and mgjor. Every religion clamsitsfirst principle su-
preme, original and eternal. Hence, thereisalso an el ement of
censurefor change. Changeof religionis, onthe other hand, an
entirely different process. It impliesregection of theold formand
acceptance of thenew. Itistechnically known asconversion.
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MODULE I11
CASTE SYSTEM IN INDIA

3.11Indian Caste System- Featuresand Transfor mation

Themoduledea swith castesysteminIndia, itshistorica
emergenceand characteristics. Caste systemisthe peculiarity of
Indian socid structure. Indian society isvery complexinitsstruc-
tureand characteristics; itismadeout of varioussocial institu-
tionslikecaste, family, marriage, kinship, State, Government etc.
Social structure and its components are the subject matter of
Sociology hence caste systemisan inevitabletopicin sociology.
Caste systemisone of the building componentsof social struc-
tureanditisaspecidty of Indian society, so without understand-
ing caste systemwe cannot fully understand Indian society. The
Module & so discussesthe transformation of caste system, for
understanding this, the modul e conceptualizesthe class system
inIndiaand makes acomparative anayze with caste system.
Besides, the module analyses other topicsrel ated with caste sys-
tem likethe reservation policiesand social mobility. Theformer
topic deal swith the government took upliftment programslike
financia help, reservation in government jobs and educational
institutions etc to backward castes and the |l ater topic analyses
thetransformation of caste system. Casteand politicsisahighly
discussed topicin contemporary society, the module delineates
theinterrelationship between casteand palitics. Themodulegives
an ideaabout the caste system as structural characteristics of
Indian society and itstransformation.
Definition of caste

Indiaistheland or rural society, caste stratificationisthe
peculiarity of rural social system, whichisastatusgroup. The
membershipinitisdetermined onthe basisof birth of aperson.
It smply meant the classification on the basi s of occupation but
occupationishereditary. Caste system ismade out of different
culture, rules, normsand regul ations. Even thoughthe caste sys-
tem has undergoing certain changes, it hascertain features. As
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part of administrative benefits, British administratorstrying study

the people of Indiaand they called the specific stratification as

Varnaor Jati as Caste. Different sociologistsdifferently define

castethedefinitionsaregiven below;

+ Herbert Ridey defines" casteasacollection of familiesor
groupsof familiesbearing acommon namewhich usually
denotes or isassoci ated with specific occupation claiming
common descent from mythical ancestor human or divine
professing tofollow the sameprofessional calingsand are
regarded by thosewho are competent to givean opinion as
forming asinglehomogeneouscommunity.”

+ M N Srinivasdefines” casteisahereditary endogamous,
usually localized group having atraditiona associationwith
anoccupation.”

+ Ketkar definescaste"social groupshaving two character-
istics (@) membershipisconfined to those who are born of
membersandincludesall personsno born (b) themembers
areforbidden by aninexorable socia law to marry outside
thegroup.”

4+ Nesfield defines caste asaclass of the community which
disownsany connection with any other classand can nel-
ther intermarry nor eat nor drink with any but persons of
their own community.”

Thesociologistsalikely opined that caste asacollection of
peoplefollowingacommonrulefor living. M N Srinivas con-
ceptudizescasteasalocalized group, endogamy isitshallmark.
Almost al sociologistsopined that casteisasocial group consti-
tuted on the basis of occupation, and the status determined by
birth.

Characteristicsof Caste system
Indian society isarura society castesystemisthepeculiar-

ity of rural society. Casteisan occupationa divisoninwhichthe

membership isbased on birth. Even though the caste system
found inurban society, classsystemisadominated phenomenon
inurban society thaninrural society. Some philosopherslikeM
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N Srinivas, SC Dube, McKim Marriot, D N Dhanagare, G S
Ghuryeetc. characterizethecaste systemin India. Following are
the characteristicsof caste systemin India

1.

Segmentd divisonof society: Castesystemisasocia Strti-
fication. It divides society into different ssgmentsasBrah-
min, Kshathriya, Vai shyaand Shudra. Society compartmen-
talizesinto different categorieson the basis of castesand
sub-castes. Each caste has specific occupation like; Brah-
minworking as priest and teaching of religion, Kshatriya
arewarriorsVaishyaare merchantsand Shudraworked as
agricultura labourers.

Hierarchicd divisoning of society: Hierarchicd divisonsm-
ply meansthe step by step arrangement. Caste system ar-
ranged thepeopleassocid hierarchy. Brahminsarearranged
at thetop of hierarchy then Kshatriyathen Vaishya, these
three are twice born and Shudraare arranged at the bot-
tom of hierarchy. Untouchablesarearranged in the outside
of thehierarchy.

Restriction on feeding and social intercourse: Caste made
an unequal statuslike higher and lower in society. Today
thefood and social intercourseismoreor lessdemocratic,
incertainregions. But caste system followed certain food
habitslikelower caste peopl e eating food cooked in water
whichwasknown as K achafood and the twice born caste
peopleor higher caste people cooked food in gheewhich
was known as Pakkafood. Higher caste people never eat
Kachafood but the lower caste people eat Kachafood
from the house of higher caste people. The caste system
restrictsthe socia intercourse or communication of people
insociety. Thetwiceborn caste people keep afixed foot of
physical distancefrom untouchablesand Shudra. Purity and
pollution arethe two principlesassociated with the social
intercourse among different caste groups. Thethree caste
groupsarranged onthetop of hierarchy, they arepurified,
Shudraarepolluted caste.

Redtriction oninter-dining: Thefood isdifferent ontheba-
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10.

ssof caste. Theinter-dining of higher casteand lower caste
isnot allowed. The peopleinlower castewerenot eating
food with higher caste peopleand viceversa

Civil and religiousdisabilities: Theuntouchablesor lower
caste people havenoright to enter templesand restriction
onusing publicroads, wells, ponds, public schoolsetc.

L ack of unrestricted choice of occupation: Traditional oc-
cupation (inherited occupation) isthe peculiarity of caste
system. Each caste hasitsown occupation ultimately caste
wasadivision of labour during Rig Vedic period. Inearly
societiesand in certain contemporary societiesthe caste
membersfollowing their traditional occupation, there has
no choicefor selecting an occupation on the basis of their
education and skills.

Endogamy: Caste is an endogamous group. Endogamy
meansaman or awoman marrieswithin his’her owngroup
which may be constituted on the basis of casteor religion
or community or raceetc. In early society the peopleare
married intheir own caste. The practice of inter-caste mar-
riagewaslow in earlier society, eventhough the caste ex-
ogamy was occurred the couplesare out casted.

Caste status based on birth: Caste status cannot changein
accordance with the changes in skill, education and
economy; it isdetermined by birth so caste statusisan as-
cribed status. Persons have no freedom to determine his
caste status, which isfixed by birth of personsin specific
family, itisaninherited satus.

Casteisadescent group: Descent group isasocial group
whose members have common ancestry. Peoplein each
caste believed that they are originated from acommon an-
cestor that may bemythical or redl.

Castehasacommon name: Each caste hasaspecific name
such as, Brahmin, Kshatriya, and Shudraetc. In Keraa
society peoplearedivided into different sub-casteswhich
are categorized into thefour Varnagroups.
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Indian Caste System

Thepeopleof Indian society isnot uniform, they arediffer-
ent onthebasisof biological traits, socia and economic charac-
teristics. Stratification isthe basi ¢ characteristics of Indian soci-
ety; peoplearedividedinto different strataon the basisof caste,
economy, race, etc. Caste and class are the two stratification
system, commonly existingin Indian society. Casteisthesocial
stratification onthe basisof birth, itisthe peculiarity of Hindu
reigion.

Castesystemisoriginated from Northern part of Indiaasa
division of labour thenit spread al spheresof lifelikemarriage,
socid interaction, status, customs, inter-dining, physical contact
etc. andit growsasan exploitative system. Thelndian origin of
theterm caste derived from Portuguese word ‘casta’ meaning
'lineage or race. The Spanish werethefirst to useit, but itsIn-
dian application from the Portuguese, who had so applieditin
themiddleof 15th century. Thecurrent spelling of theword Caste
isused after the origin of French word caste, which appearsin
1740intheacademies.

Caste systemisastratification system, commonly related
with Hindureligion. Caste statusisan ascribed statusdetermined
onthebasisof birth, it should not change as per status changed.
Earlier theoriesconcerned with caste, satesthat thesystemorigi-
nated after thearrival of Aryansinindia. Racia theory explains
that the caste originated from two Varnaknown as DasaVarna
and Dasyus. Rig Vedaal so supportsthis conceptualization of
racial theory. Dasyusarethedark skinned people; they arethe
earlierinhabitantsin India. DasaVarnaisfar complexioned and
migrant people. InIndian origin castesystem derived from Varna,
literally meanscomplexion, someliteraturesstatesthat themean-
ing of Varnaiscolour of skin.

Thetheory of Varnastatesthat Hindu religionisdivided
intofour Varnaviz. Bramin, Kshatriya, Vaishyaand Shudra. Brah-
minsarepriest, Kshatriyasareinvolved intheduty of protection
of regionfrom externd attacks, Vai shyasarethe merchants, and
thesethree groupsare 'twiceborn'. Shudrasare arranged at the

63



bottom of hierarchy engaged in serviceslikeagriculture, sveep-
ing etc. Untouchables are the group of people coming to the
outside of hierarchy, they are engaged in thework of cleaning
toilets, tanning the skin of dead animalsetc. they areknown are
Chanda asor Panchamam. Divinetheory of caste, itisalsoknown
astraditional theory of caste which explainsthat the different
castegroupsderived fromthebody of purushaor divineviz. the
Brahminsfrom the mouth or head, their dutiesarefixed their
origin.

They aredoing thereligiousdutiesliketeaching and study-
ingthereligiousrules. Kshatriyapeoplederived from hand of the
god, they arewarriorsand Vaishyafrom thethighs, sothey are
merchants and Shudrasfrom feet of the god, they engaged in
dutieslikeagriculturd labourers, sweepers, etc. Moreand more
theoriesare devel oped for conceptualizing the caste system; cer-
tainimportant theoriesare quoted above. The above mentioned
theoriesare mainly statesthat the caste originated from Varna
and occupation. Theother theorieslike occupational theory, re-
ligioustheory, political theory etc. statesthat the caste derived
onthebasisof different criterialike occupation, religion and po-
litical factors. InIndian context Hindu religion are constituted by
different sub-caste and these sub-castesarefitted infour Varna
hierarchy.

Caste, Varnaand Jati

Varnaand Jati arethetwo words used to denote caste. The
termjati derived from Sanskrit word janawhich meansbirth.
Theterm Jati used asacolloquial term to denotethe English
term caste. Casteisadtratification system derived onthebasis
of occupation. InAncient period casteisahierarchical arrange-
ment on the basi s of occupation then the dominated people make
anarrangement based on Varna, whichisexploitative. Varnaand
Jati areinterchangeably used to denote caste. Varnais Sanskrit
term used in early theoriesto denote caste.

Origin of castethrough Different Historical Periods

Every society isdivided into different categoriesthat may
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beonthebassof naturd,, biologica and socid peculiarities. Strati-
ficationisthenature of each and every society, castesystemisa
social stratification system based onsocia peculiarity. Various
sociologistsdifferently conceptualize the caste asan ascribed
status, endogamous group, occupational group, etc. Thediffer-
ent sociologists, Anthropol ogists, Historians, and Philosophers
etc. aretrying to conceptualize caste asastratification system.

Govind Sadashiv Ghurye popularly known asthefather of
Indian sociology, M N Srinivas, SC Dube, McKim Marriot, A
R Desal, Iravathi Karveetc. areimportant Indian Sociol ogists
studied the specidty of Indian caste system. Besidesthem, West-
ernsociologists, Anthropologists, etc. like, Herbert Risdly, Louis
Dumont, etc. had studied the peculiarity of castesystemin India
Theliteratures picturisethat caste system devel oped asadivi-
sion of labour then it control all spheresof life, it developed
through different historical periods, which aregiven below
1. CasteinAncient age (1500 BC- 1100AD)

2. CasteinMedieval Age(1100AD-1757AD)
3. CasteinModernAge (1757 AD- Till today)
Castein Ancient Age (1500BC-1100AD)

Ancient ageisconstituted by Vedic and post-Vedic age.
Vedic ageistheperiod of thedominanceof civilization based on
Vedicliterature. Vedas are considered to bethe earliest litera-
ture. The term Vedas derived from Sanskrit word Vid which
means to know or knowledge. There are four Vedas such as
Rigveda, Ygurveda, Samaveda, and Atharvaveda. Vedictexts
arethetreasury of knowledge, it drawsthe socia, economic and
political conditionsof Indian society. Rigvedaisthefirst Veda,
discussesthe socio-economic, cultural and political conditionsin
India

During this period mainly Hindu society divided into four
Varnasuch asBrahmins, Kshatriya, Vaishyaand Shudra. The
Varnastatusisdetermined by occupation not birth. Brahmins
performedrdigiousduties, Kshatriyasarewarriorsor ruling class,
Vyshyasarethetradresand Shudras are the servants. Besides
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Varna, four Ashramas, like Brahmacharyam, Grihastham,
Vanaprastham and Sanyasam arethe peculiarity of Hindu social
system. TheseAshramasare passing through thelifeof anindi-
vidual from birthto death.

InBrahmacharyamanindividud engagedinthelearningfrom
guru, Grihasthamisthe second stage when individual coming
from gurukulam to homefor carry out hisdutiestowards his
family and he get married. Vanaprasthamisthethird stagewhen
man triesto withdraw from hishousehold and enter into fourth
stage Sanyasam. | nfourth stage man'slife goesto attainment of
Moksha. The Post-Vedic period extended from the Rig-Vedic
period to the beginning of Buddhism and Jainism. During this
period caste system becamerigid than Rig-Vedic period. The
caste status on the basis of birth which means caste becamean
ascribed status. Brahmin, Kshatriyaand Vaishyaarethe domi-
nant community and the Shudrabecome untouchables.
Castein Medieval Age (1100 AD- 1757AD)

The Caste system originated in ancient period asadivison
inlabour, thenit wastransformed by variousruling ditesinmedi-
eval, early modern and modern India. Idamicreligion cameinto
contact with Indiain Medieva period. Theindo-Idamicencounter
was specifically motivated by an urgeto eliminate castefrom
Indian society. Castewasanew phenomenontoldaminindia.
In British period they try to understand I ndiansfor their adminis-
trative purposes. The supportive administratorstry to abolish
certain cruel customslike Sati, Child marriage, restrictionin ac-
quiring education etc. The caste system wasrigid among Hin-
dus, but it wasnot rigid to British people. Religious conversions
from Hinduto Idam and Christianity are occurred inthisperiod.
Theldam and Christians did not exist the caste system so the
peoplearranged inlower strataof hierarchy werefollowed the
Idamand Chrigianreligion.

Castein Modern Age (Theperiod after 1757)

Themodern periodinwhich somemagjor devel opmentstook

placein caste system can be divided into two stages namely:
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Caste during British rule and second stageis castein indepen-
dent India. With the Britishrule British people becomethe politi-
ca head of thesociety, thetraditiona form of caste system Started
taking adifferent shape. Till the western administration caste
control the peoples lifeasaninevitablesocial institution, after
their administration the major decisionslike marriage, divorce,
crimeand punishment etc. controlled and done by civil courts
whentheroleof caste shrink asareligiousingtitution and which
set asidetheauthority of caste.

Certainlegidationsintroduced by British likethe Castedis-
abilitiesremova Act of 1850, The Specia MarriageAct of 1872,
The Hindu Widow RemarriageAct of 1856 etc. which shook
theintegrity of caste system. Some social reform movements
like Brahmasamajam, Aryasamajam, The Prardhanasamajam,
RamakrishnaMiss on and other reform movementslaunched by
socia reformersduring Britishrule, which affect the caste sys-
tem. These make slight awarenessin people about their living
conditionand rightsin society.

Brahmasamgjamisasocid reform movement launched by
Ram Mohan Roy in 1828 at Bengal . Themovement triestore-
formtheevil practicesin Hindureligion. Ram Mohan Roy advo-
catesthat the Hindu religion can reform through reading the real
text of Hindu religion by the people. He studied the Hinduism,
Idamrdigionand Christianity. Roy criticizestheevil practicesin
Hinduismlikechildmarriage, practicing of Sati, abolition of widow
remarriage, caste system, untouchability etc.

Aryasamajam isanother social reform movement founded
by Swami Dayananda Saraswati in 1875 at Mumbai. Themove-
ment acted against the Brahmanic supremacy, casteism and caste
system. Hetried to break the barriers of caste which separated
man from man by propagating the doctrine of theuniversa broth-
erhood. Dayanandaaccepted thefour fold functiona division of
society, but he opposed therigidity of caste system and the prac-
ticeof untouchability.

PrardhanaSamagamisasocia reform movement founded
by Atmaram Pandurang and MahadevaGovindaRanadein 1867
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at Maharaghtra. It aimed at reforming the Hindu religiousthought
and practicein thelight of modern knowledge. It attemptsto
freereligionfromthehold of caste system. It encouraged inter-
dining and inter-marriageamong different castes. It triesto abol -
ishevil practiceslike Sti, prohibition of widow remarriage, un-
touchability, caste endogamy etc. in Hindu society.

Ramakrishna Mission is a memoir of the Student
Vivekanandato hisguru RamakrishnaParamahamsa, whichis
foundedin 1897 at Culcutta. Vivekanandacondemned castein-
equditiesand exploitation of lower caste by higher castethrough
organization.

Theosophical society of Madam H P Blavadsky and Colo-
nel Olcott, Satyashodhak Samaj of Jyothiba Phuleand SNDP
of Sri Narayana Guru etc. are the other social reform move-
mentsfight against theevil practicesof castesystem. Almost all
socid reform movementssupport therdligion and religiousprac-
ticesbut opposethe caste system asan expl oitative system. The
activitiesof movement awarethe peopleabout theevil practices
and they can understand caste asa system of exploitation made
by powered people.

Spread of English education and influence of westernideas
arethesourceswhichinfluence caste syseminmodernage. Lib-
erty, fraternity, equality, democracy, rationaism, secularismand
humanism arethewestern ideasinfluencethewestern educated
Indians. Indians can understand theseideasthrough modern edu-
cetion.

Urbanization and indugtridization areother factorsinfluence
the cagte practices. Urbanization istheresult of industridization,
which meansthe mass migration of peoplefromrural to urban
areafor job or education. Thesetwo factorshel p to emergence
of classsysteminIndia. During thisperiod Sarted the division of
labour on the basis of skill, merit and education, which arere-
ducing the severity of caste practicesin certainregions.
Castein Independent India

Thepolitica independence of the country, besidesthepro-
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cessof industrialization and urbanization brought in aseries of
changesin the caste system. Indiabecameademocratic country
after independence and acongtitution madefor the comfortable
existence of people, which regulatestheinteraction of peoplein
society. Thesechangesare expressed inthe traditional festures
of caste system and therolefor functioning of the caste. Some of
thetraditional featureshavebeenradically altered. Restrictions
on food habits have been relaxed and the distinction between
the Pakkafood and Kachafood hasa most vanished. Food habits
have become moreamatter of personal choicethanacasterule.

Even though casteis an ascribed status, the people have
choicetoliveinacasteframework or not. The choice of occu-
pation isfreein post-Independent period whichismainly onthe
basis of education, skill, age and merit than caste status. The
practice of untouchability stopsby law. Congtitution assuresan
equal statusto all peoplein mainstream society. In certain States
like Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, MadhyaPradesh, Gujarat etc.
can see certain exploitative caste practiceslike untouchability
evenin Post-Independent period. With the emergence of demo-
cratic administrative system and framing of constitution assures
equality in society which reducesthe severity of evil practices
related with caste system during post-independent period.
3.2Casteand Classin India, Reservation Palicies, Social
M obility

Casteand classarethetopicshighly discussed in present
day society. Both of them arelndian socia institution. Ascom-
pareto caste with class, classisamodern phenomenaand the
satusinitisfixed by economy than birth. Classconsidered asa
transition space come after caste and hence it come after the
socia mobility occurredin caste. Thereservation policiesare
closdly related with casteand class. It hel pstoraisethe status of
lower casteinto higher class.
3.2.1. Reservation Policies

Indiaisacasteridden society there peoplearearranged as
hierarchy. Brahmins, Kshatriyaand VaishyaarethethreeVarna
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are considered as twice born, they are arranged at the top of
hierarchy. ShudraVarnaisarranged at the bottom and untouch-
ablesare placed at the outside of hierarchy. ShudraVarnaand
untouchableshavecertain civil and religiousdisabilitiestofredy
usethefacilitieslike public roads, wells, schools, pondsetc. in
mainstream society aslike higher caste people. They aresuffer-
ing from varioustypesof inequalities. Dueto thesedisabilities
and unequd treatment of society thelower caste peoplecouldn't
pursuetheir education so they cannot engagein other occupa-
tionsbased on education and qudification other than traditional
occupation, and they could not participatein the programsin
public places.

The social political and economic status of these people
waslow hencethegovernment adopted certain policiesand pro-
gramsto uplift themin mainstream society, itisknown asreser-
vation policy. Other than the peoplecomeinlower strataof Varna
hierarchy, minority groupsa so enjoy the benefit of thereserva-
tion. Itisgoverned by congtitutiona law andloca rulesand regu-
lations. The government adopted thereservation policy asapart
of democratic principle, as per the principlethe people should
have equal representation intheall sectionsof thenation.

Based onthe principle of democracy, reservationpolicy is
aseriesof affirmativeaction'sundertaken through reserving ac-
cessto seatsfor equal representation in the education, govern-
ment jobsand politicsto providing reservation for socially, edu-
caiondly, paliticaly and educationaly backwardinIndia. Sched-
uled castes, Schedul ed tribes and Other Backward classesand
in some States Backward Classes among Muslim, minority
groupslikePars, Sikhsand Jainsarethe primary beneficiaries
of thereservation policiesunder the constitution. The spirit of
equal representation pervadesthe provisionsin thelndian con-
gtitution. Themain aim of reservation policy wascreation of an
egalitarian society, but theresult isnegative.

Reservationisan affirmative action. Congtitution of India
assuresthereservation through certain rules, which are executed
through certainArticles, itisgiven below:
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1. Article15(4) empowersthe Stateto make special provi-
sionsfor advancement of any socially and educationally
backward classesof citizensand for SCs.

2. Article16 (4) nothing inthisarticle shall prevent the State
from making any provision for thereservation of appoint-
mentsor postsin favour of any backward classof citizens
whichintheopinion of the Stateis not adequately repre-
sented intheservicesunder State.

3. TheActamendsArticle 15 and 16 of the Constitution, by
adding aclausewhich allows Statesto make " specia pro-
vision for the advancement of any economically weaker
sectionsof citizens”

4. Article46 of the Constitution statesthat " The State shall
promote with special carethe educational and economic
interests of the weaker sections of the peopleand in par-
ticular, of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes
and shall protect them from socid injusticeand al formsof
exploitation.”

5. Article330 providesreservation of seetsfor ST intheHouse
of the people

6. Article332providesreservation of seatsfor ST inLegida
tiveAssembliesof the States.

Thetermreservation meansan act of reserving or with hold-
ing. The history of reservation started from 1902 with the at-
tempt of Chatrapati Shahu, theKing of princely State of Kolhapur
introduced reservation to non-Brahmin and Backward classes.
He provided free education to everyone and opened several
hostelsto make it easier for them to receive. He also tried to
ensurethat people thus educated were suitably employed. Fol-
lowing that thepolicy likeintoday started during the British pe-
riod. In 1932 Dr. B R Ambedkar, abackward caste |eader and
popularly known asthefather of reservationwho demanded for
separate el ectoratefor SClikethat of Mudlim and other minori-
ties, itwasessentialy apolitical reservation.

Ramsay McDonald, The Prime Minister of Britain, also
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conceded the award to the depressed class. Thefast unto death
of Gandhi lead Poonapact in 1932 that modifiesthe communal
award, and the reserved 78 seats other than separate el ector-
ates. Beforeindependencethereservation system favouring cer-
tain castesand other communities existed before independence
inseveral areasof British India. The British government intro-
duced e ementsof reservationinthegovernment of Indian Coun-
cil Act of 1909 and therewere many other measuresput in place
prior toindependence. A Sgnificant oneemerged fromthe Round
Table conference of June 1932.

According to Communal Award separate representation
wasto beprovided for Mudims, Sikhs, Indian Christians, Anglo
Indians and Europeans. The depressed classeswereassigned a
number of seatsto befilled by election from constituenciesin
which only they could votedthough they could aso votein other
sedts. Theproposal wascontroversia, so Gandhi protestsit, but
certain peoplein depressed classand Ambedkar supported it.
Gandhi protestsit, after negotiations Gandhi reached an agree-
ment withAmbedkar to haveasingleHindu e ectoratewith Dalits
having seatsreserved within it. Electoratesfor other religions
such aslslam and Sikhism remained separate. Thisbecomes
known as Poona Pact.

After theindependence of Indiain 1947 werethere some
major changesin favour of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes
and Other Backward Classes. A common form of caste dis-
criminationinIndiahasbeenthe practiceof untouchability. Sched-
uled Casteswerethe primary targets of the practicewhichwas
outlawed by the new congtitution of India. In 1954 the Ministry
of education suggested that 20% of places should be reserved
for the SCsand STsin educational institutionswithaprovision
to relax minimum qualifying makesfor admission by 5% wher-
ever required. In 1982 it was specified that 15% and 7.5% of
vacanciesin public sector and government aided educationa in-
stitutions should bereserved for SC and ST candidates respec-
tively.
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A sgnificant changebeganin 1978 whentheManda Com-
mission was established to assessthe situation of socially and
educationally backward classes. The Commission did not have
exact populationfiguresfor the OBCsand so used datafromthe
1931 censusthus estimating the group's popul ation at 52%. In
1980 the Commission's report recommended that areserved
quotafor OBCsof 27% should apply in respect of servicesand
public sector bodiesoperated by the Union Government. It called
forasmilar changeto admissiontoingtitutesof higher education
except where states a ready had more generousrequirements. It
wasnot until the 1990 the recommendationswereimplemented
in Union Government jobs. Some committeesand commissions
aremadefor theimplementation of reservationinIndiawhichis
summarized bel ow.

1. Hunter Commissionwasagppointedin 1882 under thechair-
manship of Sir William Hunter; itsmain recommendation
wasto give preferenceto literate candidatesfor govern-
ment jobsin thelater levels, along with expansion of pri-
mary schoolsin backward digtricts. Mahatmadyotirao Phule
made ademand of free and compulsory education for all
caste along with proportionate reservation or representa-
tionin government jobs.

2. KakaKadkar Commissonwasestablishedin 1953 under
the chairmanship of KakaKalelkar to assessthe situation
of the socially and educationally backward classes. The
report was accepted asfar as Scheduled Castesand Sched-
uled Tribes were concerned. The recommendations for
OBCswereregjected.

3. Mandad Commissionwasestablishedin 1979to assessthe
situation of the socially and educationally backward. The
commissiondidn't haveexact figuresfor asub-casteknown
asthe Other Backward Class and used the 1930 census
datafurther classifying1257 communitiesasbackward to
estimate the OBC population at 52%. In 1980 the com-
mission submitted areport and recommended changesto
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the existing quotasincreasing them from 22%t049.5%. In

1990 the Mandal Commission recommendations were

implemented ingovernment jobsby VV P Singh. Certain Su-

dent organi zations launched nationwide agitations. Rajiv

Goswami, aDelhi university student attempted self immo-

lation. Many studentsfollowed suit.

4.  Sachar Committeewasappointed in 2005 under thechair-
manship of Justice Rajinder Sachar for the preparation of
the report on the soci o-economic and educational status of
the Mudlim community of India. The Committee submitted
itsreport in the 2006.

Themain purpose of reservation policy wasto ensure so-
cia and economicjustice, thereby realizing thegoal of theem-
powerment of the backward communities. It can address cer-
tain social inequalitiesthat pervade Indian society for solong.
For these social inequalities|eavethe so-called low castesde-
prived in everything from education to economy. Thusthepolicy
of job reservationsintendsto bring about proportional repre-
sentation asit isamode of distributing benefits based on the
proportion of popul ation 15% for Scheduled Castesand 7.5%
for Scheduled Tribesand 27% for Other Backward Communi-
ties. Totally 49.5% reservation has provided for backward com-
munities. But even after 71 yearsof Independent Indiastill res-
ervation policy hasnot implemented fully. Theruling government
hasimplemented only 8% reservation for SCs, 2.5% reserva-
tionfor STsand 5% for backward community. Totally 15.5%
hasimplemented. Still 33.5% reservation hasremained in gov-
ernment jobs. Ruling Governmentsare not implementing reser-
vationfacilitiesprovided inthelndian congtitution.

i.  Reservationineducation: AccordingtoArticle21(A), ev-
ery child should havefree education under the 14 yearsold
and inthe case of education provision relatesto non-dis-
criminationin educationa ingtitutions, equa representation
and measuresfor educational promotions. Article 29 (2)
provides protection for admission and against discrimina
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tioninany educationd ingtitution maintained by the Stateor
receiving aid out of Statefundson groundsonly of religion,
race, caste, language or any of them. Even though these
lawsexiststhe condition of SC, ST ispathetic. Asper 2011
censusreport the representation of SCiseducationislow,
Reservationin employment: The constitution providesfor
both appointment and promotion in the government ser-
vices. Article 16 (4) empowersthe State to make any pro-
visonfor thereservationin gppointmentsor postsinfavour
of any backward classof citizens. Article 16 (4A) enables
the Stateto make provision for reservation in matters of
promotion to any group or groups of postsinthe services
under the State in favour of the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes. Article 335 statesthat the claim of the
membersof the Scheduled Casteand Scheduled Tribesshall
be taken into consideration consistently with the mainte-
nanceof efficiency of administrationin the making of ap-
pointment of serviceand postsin connection with the af -
fairsof theunion or of aState.

Reservationin palitics: The congtitution empowersthe State
to take stepsto provide due representation to the Sched-
uled Caste and Scheduled Tribes. VariousArticlescontain
provision for the reservation of seatsfor the Scheduled
Castesand Scheduled Tribesinthe nation'slegidative as-
sembly of the States. Article 332 inMunicipalities, Article
243 T invarious Panchayath (local self government) level
bodies, namely village, taluk and district Article 243 D. In
the Parliament caste and tribe based reservation are pro-
vided to makeit more representativetoday out of 543 seats
inIndia's parliament 84 (15.47%) seats arereserved for
SC and 47 (8.66%) for ST. Allocation of seatsfor sched-
uled casteand scheduled tribesin the Lok Sabhaaremade
on thebasisof proportion of SC and STsin the State con-
cernedto that of thetotal population. A similar percentage
of exclusive seats have been provided for membersof des-
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ignated SC and ST ineach Statelegidature. Loca salf gov-

ernment has SC, ST and gender based reservation system

inplace.

Reservation policy isgovernments attempt to rai se back-
ward caste, itismainly for social development. Duethe peculiar
socia conditionslike caste system, illiteracy, economicinequali-
tiesand personalization of the problem Indiacouldn't attain the
god of reservation policy. But dight variationscamein status of
certain communitieswith reservation policy.

3.2.2. Social Mobility

Indian society isacasteridden society, which dividespeople
into four Varnalike Brahmin, K shatriya, Vaisyaand Shudua.
BesdesthesesVarnahierarchy certain regionsin Indiacanfound
different sub-castes, which arefitted in thisVarnahierarchy on
thebasisof similaritiesof culture of specific Varnaand itsposi-
tioninregional hierarchy. Casteisarigid stratification system,
themembershipisfixed onthebasisof birth, andit isan ascribed
status. Socia mobility meansthe changing of position or status
of agroup of peoplein a status scale that may be upward or
downward. In early society the mobility wasvery difficultin
caste hierarchy. In accordancewith time changing the mobility
waspractical. The national |eaders agitation and the advance-
ment of education, make aware the people about their down-
trodden condition in society. The people understand they can
escapefrom thisinequality through changing their caste status.

Socia mobility isaway of the escape of peoplefrom caste
exploitation. Sociology analyzed socia mobility asafactor of
socia change. It isthe upward or down ward movement of an
individual or agroup of individual in statusscale. If themove-
ment isupward in status scaleisknown as upward mobility. If
the direction of movement isturn towards the down ward of
status scal eisknown asdownward mobility. The concept social
mohbility wasintroduced by Americansociologigt, FitirimA Sorokin
inhiswork entitled as Cultural and Social Mobility. Different
SociologigtslikeM N Srinivas, G SGhurye, SC Dube, MaCkim
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Marriot, A R Desai, YogendraSingh, Iravati Karveetc. try to
explain about the peoples attempt to take out from caste expl oi-
tation. Thosearethe prominent I ndian sociologistsdiscussed the
socia mobility inIndian society.

M N SrinivasIndian Sociologist, bornin Karnatakawho
identified thismobility as sanskritization, westernisation and
modernisation. It isthefirst systematic attempt to analyzethe
mobility in caste system. MaCkim Marriot presented thismobil-
ity asthe processesof universalizsation and parochiaisationin
hiswork Little Communitiesin an Indigenous Civilization, the
greet tradition and littletradition arethetwo mobility rel ated con-
ceptsanalyzed inthiswork. Thesearetheimportant attempts of
Indian Sociologiststo anadyzethe socia mobility incaste. Pauline
K olendaa South Asian Anthropol ogist presented different ways
of socia mohility in castesystemin hiswork entitled asCastein
Contemporary Indiawhich aregiven below
1. Through warfare (through conquer) and peaceful occu-

pancy: Until the British unification of the Indian subconti-

nentinthelst haf of 19th century themost effectiveway to
risethe caste tatuswasby theacquisition of territory either
through conquest or by peaceful occupancy theland had
previoudy been sparsely popul ated or empty. For example,

Shivaji agreat Marathaconqueror of central Indiain 18th

century, the Mugha Empirewhich had dominated much of

Indiainthe 17th century wasin decline by the early 18th

century. Shivgji'sfather had been aJagirdar (Vassal tothe

Mudimruler of Bijapur), who principally subordinatetothe

Mughal emperor. Shivaji overthrow the Mughal ruleand

established hisempire. Hiscastewas Maratha, whichwas

considered to be ShudraVarnabut after the conquest of

Mughd dynasty who claimsthe K shatriyastatus, war isthe

occupation of Kshatriya.

2. Lower caste peopleclaiming the higher statusthrough ser-
vicingrulers Thepeoplewholiveinlower castesatusserved
either Hindu or non-Hindu rulerslikewise attained higher
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rank Varna. The Patidars of Gujarath apeasant group of
Shudra Varna supported the Maratha descendants of
Shivgi, who ruled central Gujarath. The Petidarsthey work-
ing asagricultural labourers, gradudly clamtheK shatriya
satus.

Through assigning the higher statusto lower caste by cen-
suscommissoners. During the 19th century, the censustakers
recorded castemembership of resdentsclamsto highVarna
status were often made. The Shanans of Southern Tamil
Nadu, whosetraditiona occupationwastapping thepamyra
treefor itsjuices used to make palm sugar and toddy drink
claimed that they were really Kshatriyas and should be
called Nadarsmeaning thelord of nad or land. The sweep-
ersof Kagpur damthat they arethedescendentsof Vaimiki,
whoistheauthor of Hindu epic Ramayana Thelower caste
peopleclaimthe higher statusthrough their names connect-
ingto higher casteé'snameand claiming of smilaritiesinoc-
cupation.

Sanskritization, westernization and elite emulation:
Sanskriti zationisaconcept put forwarded by M N Srinivas
an Indian sociologist to denote upward mobility in caste
system. It isaprocess of theimitation of cultures of the
twiceborn especidly theBrahmins, by peopleinlower strata
of caste hierarchy, for example certain caste groups adopt
vegetarianismand othersgiveup drinking liquor. At thesame
time certain untouchables Chamers, Khatiks give up their
traditional occupations. Westernizationisaprocessof fol-
lowingthelife style of western people. Thisconceptispre-
sented by M N Srinivasto denote social mobility in caste.
Eliteemulation isanother discoursefounded by Owen M.
LynchanAnthropologist.

Clamthehigher gatusthrough equating castewith fiveVarna
Certain placespeopleinlower caste claiming higher status
through equating the occupation or the name of castewith
higher caste.
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6. Effectof education: During British administration Shudra
and untouchablesareinfluenced by thereform movements
like Brahmasamgam and Aryasamgam and themissionary
activitiesof Chrigtians. All thesemovementsand Christian
missionaries try to give education to untouchables and
Shudra. They founded schoolsfor them and providefree
education to them. Educated untouchablesare aware about
their pathetic condition and try to emulatethelife style of
twiceborn caste, through which theuntouchablesclaimthe
higher status.

7. Claming higher statusin hierarchy after the geographical
movement: Sometimes certain lower caste people move
fromtheir place of originto new placethat may be sparsaly
popul ated places or isolated places or the land abandoned
by therulersafter their conquest or barren land, therethey
claim higher caste status.

8. Out-cadting: Itisadownward mobility widely occurringin
earlier period. For examplethe Pramalai Kallar isadomi-
nant castein Madurai district those married lower caste
people, through thisendogamous marita system they were
out casted from their own caste.

Socid mobility isthe peculiarity of any socid stratification
system. Even though the caste system hasno changesthe people
inIndiaseen social mobility asachief way for rising their status
incastehierarchy. Theintensity of caste practiceswasdifferent
invarioussocietiesso thesocial mohility hel pstoraisethe status
of peoplein certainregionswheretheintengty of caste practices
arelow.

3.2.3. Casteand Classin India
Casteand classarethetwo Stratification system commonly

foundinIndia. Max Weber opined that both of them are status

group. A statusgroup S mply meansthe collection of peoplewho
shareadistinctive style of lifeand acertain consciousness of
kind. Classmeansacollection of individuassharing smilar eco-
nomic circumstances. Theterm classderived from Latinword
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classismeansthedivision of Roman people or agrade or class
of pupils. Theterm classfirst cameinto wideuseintheearly
19th century replacing such termsasrank and order asdescrip-
tionsof themajor hierarchical groupingsin society. Classhas
certain characteristicswhich aregiven below.

1.

Classiseconomicinnature: Itisthebasic feature of soci-
ety. Classisconstituted by agroup of peoplethey arein
same economic status. The position of peoplemay change
inaccordancewith economic status changed.

Class statusis an achieved status: The status of an indi-
vidua inclassisfixed onthebasisof hiseffortsperformed
inhislifetime. Theclassstatusisnot hereditary, itisachieved
anindividud inhislifetime.

Classisawideand smplegtratification: Mainly classisdi-
vided into three such asupper, lower and middle class but
these three classes again divided into upper upper class,
upper middle and upper lower, each main classesdivided
likethissoitisawidestratification system. The statusis
decided on the basis of economic statusonly.

Classis an open stratification system: The class status
achieved by apersonin hislifetimethrough hiseffort. An
individua classstatus may changein accordancewith fluc-
tuationsin economic status so we can say classisan open
system.

Classisadispersedinequality: Theclasssystem stratified
peopleinto different groups, itisnot an interrelated or in-
terdependent group

Classisan urban phenomenon: Classismainly an urban
phenomenon, it the nature of urban society.

Classisonly astatus symbol not worksasapolitical force:
Classisonly astatus symbol not determined the political
forcesinsociety.

Classsystemisflexible: Thestatusin classisflexible be-
causetheentry and with drawl infrom classaresmpleand
any person can change hisclassstatusduring hislifetime.
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Classisauniversal dratification system: Classdiratification
isnot confined in aspecificregion likecastesystem, itisa
universal phenomenon foundinwestern aswell asindian
SoCiety.

Casteisanother stratification system commonly foundin

Indian society. The caste system derived from the earlier Varna
system, basicdlly four Varnacongtitutethe Varnahierarchy, but
moreand more casteand sub-castesareincluded in each varna
It developed asadivision of labour thenit control all aspectsof
lifelike, marriage, food habits, social intercourseetc. Caste has
some characteristicswhich are summarized bel ow.

Vii.

Caste status is an ascribed status: The status of an indi-
vidual in caste systemisdecided on the basis of birth.
Casteisasmall and complex siretification system: Casteis
basically stratified into four Varnabut the membershipis
fixed by birth, caste statushasn't changeduring hislifetime.
Casteisaclosed and rigid system: Anindividual cannot
changehiscaste statusin hislifetime. Theentry and with-
drawal of individuasfromthe caste systemisnot possible.
Anindividua born, livingand diedin samecagtedtatus. Itis
basically aninherited statusgroup.

Cagte systemischaracterized by cumulativeinequdity: The
membersof acaste haveeither high or low ritual statusin
relation to other castes.

Caste hasorganic character: Theterm organicisusedto
denotetheinterdependence of partsof the maintenance of
systemasawhole. Eventhoughit issegmented division of
labour its segmentsare mutually interrelated by the prin-
cipleof reciprocity.

Itisarura phenomenon: Caste systemisthe peculiarity of
rura society. itisarura socia ingtitution which decidesru-
ral socid structure.

It worksasan activepalitical force: Casteisarural social
phenomenon; it controlstheall aspectsof lifeof individuals.
Inrural society caste Panchayath control sthe behaviour of
members.
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Cagleand dassaretwo drdification sysem commonly found
inIndian society. Classisamodern phenomenon; itsstatusis
fixed by theachievementsinlife. Casteisasocid inditutionwhich
controlsall aspectsof life. But classisasmpledtratification sys-
tem constituted by theindividual sin same economic status, but
they haveacollective consciousness.

3.3 Casteand Palitics- Politicization of caste, Casteor ga-
nizations

Caste and politicsaretherelevant topicsmostly discussed
in present day society. Both of thesedepend on each other. Caste
organizationsareaningtitutionwidely seenin India, whichare
organized for the protection of theinterest of peoplewho arethe
membersof specific castegroup, certainingtitutionshave politi-
cal baseand othersarenot.
3.3.1Casteand Palitics

Cagteisthebuilding block of Indianrura society. Theterm
politicsusedinsocia structureto denotestheadminigrativesys-
temin particular society. Inearlier rural societiescastewerea
political ingtitution, it regul atesthe administrative system of soci-
ety. But today with theemergence of democratic adminigtrative
systemtheroleof caste system changed from politica ingtitution
toreligiousingtitutionin certain regions. In present day society
certainregionscaste systemworking asadministrative unit, like
caste Panchayath control certain regionin Tamil Nadu, Bihar,
Uttar Pradesh etc. thissystem rarely found. Today the attempts
related with politicization of castewas serioudly occurring; this
attempt was started from the granting reservation to backward
casteindection during British period. Different sociologistsana:
lyzed casteand politics, anong those Rajni Kothari, Anil Bhatt,
Rudolf, AndreBetteille, M N Srinivas, and Kathleen Gough etc.
aretheprominent sociologists.

M N Srinivasdiscussed the politicsand dominant casteand
who opined that political processtendsto strengthentheloyal-
tiesof casteand the universal adult franchise strengthen caste.
But Gough'sopinionisjust opposite of Srinivas view that saw
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politicsasadisruptiveforceof caste. Rudolf, an American soci-
ologist called politicization of caste asthe'democratic incarna-
tion of caste'. Ideologically caste and politicsdiffer from each
other. Casteadvocatesfragmentation and itisunderlyinginin-
equality and power. Democracy isthechief political systemin
India, which highlightsthe principle of equality and socia inte-
gration, so both of these cannot co-exist. Therelationship be-
tween casteand politicsmay beanalyzed at two levels.
1. How casteaffectspolitics
2. How Politicsinfluencecaste
Caste affects Politics

Cagteisasocid ingtitutioninrura India; itisnot merely a
grtification sysem or not as mplecompartmentali zation of labour
but asystemwhich controlsall aspectsof life. Casteand palitics
areclosgly related dueto once casteregul atesthe governmental
aspectsin society. Caste is part of belief and peoplein same
caste havefeeling of oneness, so easily can mobilize casteto
politics. Today widely discussthe politicization of caste. Caste
providesvariousfacilitiesfor accommodating politics. Rajni
Kothari awell known political scientist deeply analyzedthein-
terrelationship of casteand politicsby highlight the peculiarity of
castetowork in politics. Rgjni Kothari identified three aspects
of caste system like secular aspect, integration aspect and as-
pect of consciousnessdraw the politicsto caste. The organiza-
tional and psychological conditions of caste organization are
turned into aresourcefor politics. Thethree aspectsof the caste
system attract the political behavior, the three aspectsare ex-
planingbeow:
1. Secular aspect
2. Integration aspect
3. Agpect of consciousness

1. Secular aspect: Demoacratic politicsisdecentralized, the
authoritiesaredivided into different sectionsfor convenience,
and likethat Kothari highlightsthe stratified structure of caste
system. Inwhich the distances arerigidly maintained through
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endogamy, pollution and thelegitimacy of rituals. Theprominent
characteristics of caste system such asfactionalism, caste cleav-
ages, pattern of alignment and realignment among the various
strataand acontinuousstriving for social mobility heightensthe
inequality in society. Thesefesturesarehighly relevant fromthe
point of devel opment. Governmental aspect and political consti-
tute arethetwo aspectsinherent in caste system, which express
the secular organization nature of caste. Governmental aspects
of caste system mean the caste councils, village arbitration and
procedures. Thepoalitical congtitute containstheauthority in caste
and the authority among different caste, statusalignment and
cleavages, which arestrengthened by the authority relationships
of local diteswiththecentra political system or systems. Caste
systemwasarigid stratification and yet religion, occupation and
territory provided the basesfor secular mobility. Strong forma-
tion of horizontal solidaritiesresultsfrom the domination of land
owning castes other than Brahmins, thisfesturesare very useful
inpolitical organization.

2. Integration aspect: Even though democracy isadecen-
tralized system, integration necessary for theexistence of politi-
ca system. Thetraditiona approach highlightsthe stratification
nature of caste system, but among these stratahasintegration.
Theseideasof caste system influencethe palitics. Caste system
not only determinesindividuas socia statuson the basisof the
group towhich heisborn but also differentiatesand assignsoc-
cupationa and economic roles. It thus givesaplaceto every
individual from the highest to thelowest and makesfor ahigh
degreeof identification and integration. Castesystemistheinte-
gration structure of aspecific type, namely onethat ismorein-
tenseinitssmall group orientation and particularistic loyalties
and wherewider loyalties operate only when they structured
through the prevailing differentiations. Eventhough early theo-
ristsconsidered caste system wasunderlying in differentiation
and segmentation, it hasan agglomerative dimension. Through
these, caste system providesastructural framework for under-
standing the structural impact of democratic nation building.
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Varnaisthevertica homogeneous classand status but Jti
wasthe horizontal heterogeneousand segmental form. In actual
operation (red life) caste affiliationstakesthe horizontal hetero-
geneousand segmental form of Jati. And yet the system that has
survived for solong createsapowerful symbolism, rationaleand
mythology of itsown. TheVarnareferent (peculiarity of particu-
lar Varna, itsstatus, occupation etc.) representsascale of values
which providesboth aspur to integrative behavioural patterns
and asymbol of competition that enabl esthe aspiring and mobile
groupstolay clamto high statusstill affirmingwidely prevalent
values. Varnaprovidesan al Indiaframeinto which number of
Jatisinany singlelinguistic areacan befitted. Furthermore, cer-
tain Varnaal so provides symbolsof high statusand symbol s of
opposition. TheVarnaand Jati areintimately connectedinthe
Indian system which hasmadefor ahigh degree of integration
and containment (control) of structural and psychological strains
inherent in the process of technologica and politica change.

3. Aspect of consciousness: |degtional underpinningsare
theinevitablecharacteristic of every social system. Sociologists
neglect thisquality of caste system and highlight segmental divi-
sionasthebasicfeature. The contest for positionsbetween vari-
ous Jatis often follows some variation of Varnaeither by ap-
proximeating theredlity or by claiming theother castestatuswhich
hasfrom timeto time ensued in variousregion following real
shiftsin the social and economic positions of different groups.
Varnaand Jati are different from each other, theformer hasa
neat and logical structure but thelater ischaracteristically am-
biguous. Varnahas several meanings, among that sesgmentation
was one meaning. By shifting from onereferent to another, it
demonstratesthe basis continuity between thevariousreferent-
territories, economic, occupational andritual. It also showsthe
difficulty of describing caste by and single set of attributes. In-
deed by being different thingsat different pointsin socia interac-
tion, it providesfor immenseflexibility, continuity and tension
management capabilities. It thus enables peopleto draw them-
selvesand othersat different ordersof existenceand in different
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contexts asthe situation demands. The secular integrative and
ideational aspects of caste have provided a sophisticated and
differentiated cultural background for receiving the modernist
impactsand responding to themwith fredly.

Politics and caste are two interrelated concepts. In con-
temporary society philosophershighly discussed thepaliticization
of casteand thefactorswhich draw the casteto politics. Caste
system providesvariousfacilitieslike secular, integrative and
consciousnessfeaturesto the caste members, those attract poli-
ticsto caste. Caste system a so provides certain structures seg-
mentation, aignment of authority, functiond divisoning, legitimacy
of ritualssupporting untouchability and pollution etc. for smooth
functioning of palitics. Caste system & so providesthe conscious-
nessto membersfor existence of society, which helpsto under-
stand society in accordance with changing society. Thisfeature
isnecessary for the smooth existence of political systemin soci-
ety.

How PaliticsI nfluence Caste

Indiaisamulti-religious country, where caste confined
among Hindusasareligious phenomenon. Eventhough Indiais
ademocratic country, theover influence of casteisfound inour
society. In democratic administration system people select the
rulersthrough voting system. Themembersin one castehavea
caste consciousness and feeling of oneness. People prefer to
votefor acandidate of their own casteirrespective of themerits
or demerits of the candidate. At the same time the |eaders of
particular caste prefersto select peoplein hisown casteto dif-
ferent posts. Caste provides|eadership to political structurefor
political mobilization. People sdectstheir representativesthrough
el ection process, the membersin each castereservetheir vote
for itsown membersirrespective of themeritsor demeritsof the
candidates. Rajni Kothari (1928-2015) an Indian political sci-
entigt, political theorist and Academic writer examined therda
tionship between caste and politicsby analyzing theissueasto
what happensto political system because of vote of castes. He
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found that thefollowing factorsdraw the caste system to demo-
craticpolitics:

<+

Liberal Education: Inearly society only Brahminssupport
and accept the education so they have political awareness.
In accordancewith time changing peoplein other castestry
to accept education especially English education which
awakesthe peopleabout the political rights so the spread
of liberal education draw the caste systemto palitics.
Government patronage (adminigtrative patronage): It means
to protect peoplefrom different conditionslike exploita-
tion, marginalization, oppression etc. Thegovernmenta pa-
tronage known by educated peoplethat isdominated caste,
who werethefirst responded to new educational opportu-
nities. Then ascendant caste started to accept new educa-
tional opportunitieswhich help to know about the patron-
age of government to caste.

Economic benefits. Theprocessof interaction between caste
and moderningtitutionswas sel ective which affectson cer-
tain aspectsof casteslikethe power structure of the caste
system and thedistribution of economic benefits.
Positionsof power offered new ingtitutionsand new lead-
ership: Thepolitical parties provide various positions of
power in party and other local self governing bodiesand
the new leadership attract the caste system to politics.
Sowly expanding franchise: Expanson of Right tovoteisa
factor of make awareness about the benefits of castein
politics. Oncewhol e peoplehave no voting right, and then
they got voting right through passing of universal adult fran-
chise

Rajni Kothari aso presented therel ationship between caste

and politicsthrough three stagesthat are given below:

First sageinvolvesthepaliticization of powerful eitecaste,

usua ly onewhich respondsearliest to the opportunitiesfor west-
ern education. In which the elite caste in a region face the
politicization. Kothari called dlite caste asentrenched castewhich
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waseducated and politically consciousand they havethe politi-
cal awareness. In Maharashtraand Tamil Nadu elite casteswas
Brahminsandin Bihar Kayastas. Theentrenched castesaremore
or lesspaliticaly success. Theother high casteintheregionknown
as ascendants caste, they respond with resentment to modern
education dowly they feel therelative deprivation and antago-
niam.

Second stagethe casteinregion facesfactiondismand frag-
mentation dueto competition among the membersin samecaste
and among different castewhich leadsto devel op the multi-caste
and multi-factional alignments. Lower castesare often brought
into support high casteleadersand to strengthen afaction. On
thebasisof ideology and perception certain people do not sup-
port their own caste, when these peoplejoininthefaction smilar
to their ideology whichisleading to devel op multi-castealign-
ment.

In third stage the caste identity become weak with the
progressin education, urbani zation and the devel opment of an
orientation toward individual achievement and modern status
symbols. Thusthereemerge crosscutting aliance.

Anil Bhatt, awell known contributor inthewritingsof rela-
tionship between the caste and politics, who istheteacher in
Center for studies of Development studiesin New Delhi. He
analyzed the political interest of different casteslike high caste,
middle caste and low caste on the basis of four aspectslike,
interest of castesin politics, political knowledge and political
awareness of caste, identification of casteswith political parties
and influence of casteson political affairs. He studied the per-
sonsof high, middleand low castewith different backgroundsin
four States (Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, West Bengal and Andhra
Pradesh).

Analyzingthepolitical interest by taking dl castestogether,
high casteshavethe highinterest in politics. Withregard tothe
awareness of political changesand major political problemsin
the country high caste havethemoreinterestin palitics. Thehigh
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cagtesarepaliticaly influentia whilemiddleand low castesdomi-
nateonly infew villages. Politicsisthecompetitive enterprises,
itspurposeistheacquisition of power for therealization of cer-
tain goalsand its processisoneof identifying and manipulating
existing and emerging allegiancesin order to mobilize and con-
solidate positions. Politics provide certain conditionsto draw
casteto politicslike prestige and power, economic benefitsand
administrative patronage. Casteishierarchica divisonin soci-
ety; the statusisfixed by birth. The statusand power in caste
system onthe basisof the position of castein hierarchy, but po-
litical system provide status and power on the basis of demo-
craticprinciple.

Economic benefit isanother attraction of politics, inelec-
tion the candidates or political organizationsconsidered people
asvote banks, they provide cash to peoplefor their vote, be-
sidesthepolitical leadersalso get cash. Thenew ingtitutionsin
post-colonial Indiaand the new |eadership offered economic
opportunity to peopleactively participatein politics. Peoplesuf-
fered some patronagesin administration, which encourage, sup-
port and insist the peopl e that attract the casteto politics. Ad-
ministrative mechanismworkson thebasisof equality but caste
worksasinequality so politicseasly attract caste system. Caste
and politicsare the two different concepts, but caste provides
resourcesto palitics.

Oncecagte systemwasapoalitica organizationin India, but
today with theemergence of democratic political systemitspo-
gition confined to religiousorganization. The peculiarity of caste,
which providesastructurefor politicsand the politics provide
facilitiesto caste. Both of theseareinterrelated.

3.3.2. CasteOrganizations

Caste systemisthe peculiarity of Indian socid structure, it
isagtratification system. Organi zation meansan instrument for
achieving organizationa gods. Itisasocid unit or group of people
whom cometogether to achieve specific goal . Peopleorganize
for achieving their goal, the organi zation onthebasison goal.

89



Peoplein asame caste permanently organized for their social,
political, and educationa upliftment, or for raising or equalizing
thelr statusin social statusscaleor caste hierarchy, etc. itisa
formal organization. Caste associationisanother termused to
represent theideaof caste organization. Thesetwotermsare
interchangeably used to represent the permanent grouping of
peoplein samecastefor acquiring acommon god .

Castesystemisthe peculiarity of Hindureligion, whichis
firstly seenin Northern part of India. Somenoticeableprocessin
casteinthelast quarter on the 19th century wastheir changing
functionsand organizational forms. During thisperiod casteor-
ganizations had increasingly been formed. These associations
wanted the status of the caste to be improved not only inthe
cultural realm but asointhe educationa, occupational and eco-
nomicrealms. Itisstrained for caste consciousnessand solidar-
ity. They fought for equality and social rights. Inthefirst two
decadesof 20th century many suchingtitutionswere established.
Various casteswith an ambition for raising their status hosted
conferencesof their membersand caste based councilsto take
stepsfor ahonourable positionin the society.

Theleaders of somehigher castefrankly looked upon the
censusreportsasan opportunity for obtaining somerecognition
of socia claim. Theprocessof sanskritisationwasachieved by a
caste by forming caste association. Various I ndian sociologists
analysed the emergence and proliferation of caste associations
inIndia. Bailey, awell knownAnthropologistandM N Srinivas
aProminent Indian Sociol ogist noted thebirth and proliferation
of caste association asamodern adaptation of traditional caste
forms. Ghurye, father of Indian Sociology opined that caste as-
sociaionistendency of castein Hindu soci ety during contempo-
rary century, the association comprising al membersof thecaste
gpeaking the samelanguage. Pauline K olendaopined that caste
association asavoluntary organization composed of members
fromasingle caste. Who al so opined that caste associationsare
emerged for linking membersof acastewithinaregion.
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Thehistory of caste organizationsin started during colonia
period, but which arenot an official organizationsdueto people
commonly involvedin protection against colonia exploitation. In
early societies various social reform movements like
Brahmasamajam, Aryasamajam, Prardhanasamajam,
Satyasodhaksamajam etc. protestsagainst theevil practicesin
caste system. Schedul ed Caste Federation (SCF) wasan orga-
nizationin Indiafounded at National Convention of Scheduled
Casteat Nagpur by Ambedkar in 1942 itisacampaignfor the
rightsof the Dalit community. The Organization highlightsthe
necessitiesof Dalitstoimprovetheir statusin society. Thecaste
organizationsdeveloped in variousregionsin India, the caste
associationsin certain regionsare mentioned bel ow:

1. KammalaOrganization: Kammalaisan artisan castefound
insouth India. Inorder to protect their professionfrom|o-
cal powersthe Kammalaswanted to strengthen their local
ingtitutions. Consequently the Kammal aassociation came
into being.

2. NaduSangam: Naidu Sangam set upin Madrascity in 1910.
Parthasarathi Naidu wasthefounder of thisorganization.

3. TheKshatriyaMahganaSangam: Theorganization Sarted
by Nadarsfor their upliftment. Nadarsor Shanarsarethe
Pdmyratree climbing and cultivating community in south-
eastern portion of Madras Presidency. Early in 19th cen-
tury the high caste considered the Nadars asthe most defil-
ing and degraded caste. The Nadars suffered severd social
disabilities and were one of the most economically de-
pressed communitiesin south India. For the upliftment of
the Nadars some prominent Nadarsassembled at Madhurai
in 1895 and they started K shatriya M ahgjana Sangam.

4. SreeNarayanaDharmaParipalanaYogam (SNDP): Sree
NarayanaGuru asocia reformer in Kerala, who founded
SNDP in 1903. Earlier the association worked for the
upliftment of socially and economically depressed castes.
Thenitsactivities confined for the upliftment of Ezhava, a
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backward community in Keralaengaged in coconut climb-

ing, toddy tapping etc.

5. Adi DravidaMahajan Saha: Among the Scheduled Caste
organizations started by Ddlit |leadersin 1892, which was
theearliest one. Theorganizationtirelessy represented the
problem of SCto the Govt.

6. Nair ServicesSociety (NSS): NSSisan organization cre-
ated for the social advancement and welfare of the Nair
community that isfounded primarily inthe State of Kerala
in South India. It was established under the leadership of
Mannath Padmanabhanin 1914, itsheadquartersat Perunna
inthetown of Changanassery in Kottayam.

Caste organizationsare the group of peoplein same caste
organized for attaining their goalslike acquisition of socid iden-
tity, socia rights, to risetheir representation in educationandin
politics. The above mentioned organizationsarenot political.
Moreand moreregiond organizationsorganized by different sub-
castesarefounded in certain placesof India
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MODULE IV
CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL ISSUES

Thefourth moduledeal swith contemporary socia issuesin
Indian society. Socid issuesmean acondition or Stuationwhich
disturbsthe socia order and hinder smooth functioning of socia
ingtitution. Theterm socia problemsand socia issuesareinter-
changeably used to denote the social disorder insociety. Itis
classified asstructural, socia and political. Thesearenot awa-
tertight compartmentalization of thesocia issues. Structural so-
cial issuesare produced by the technological changes, which
influencethe structure of society. Poverty, unemployment and
unequal distribution of resourcesarethe major structural prob-
lemsanalyzed in thismodule. Marginalization and socia exclu-
sionarethetwo socia problemsdelineatein thismodule, these
arethe problem of minorities are the serious contemporary is-
suesfaced by our society. Regionalism and communalism are
thetwo political issuesfaced by contemporary society. Themod-
ule helpsto make aclear view about the contemporary social
issuesfaced by our people.

Social Issues

Socia issueisthe phenomenon or condition, which dis-
turbsthe social order and hinders smooth functioning of social
ingtitution. Itisafactor of social disorder. Socid isthechief con-
cern of sociology, henceasafactor, of social disorder sociology
dealswith thesocial issues. Socia problemisanother term used
to denote social disorder. Thesetwo termssocial problem and
socid issuesareinterchangeably used to denote socia tensions.
Social issuesnegatively affect the society. Social issuesaredi-
rectly or indirectly disintegrate social system. It causesdissatis-
faction, suffering and misery to socia groups. At thesametimeit
serioudly affectsthevalueof society. Social issuesarethe prod-
uct of onemore conditionsor causes; sometimesone causeisso
interwoven with other problemsthat it cannot be solved apart
fromthem. Social issuesareinterconnected. Even though the
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social issuesgenerally produce negative results, sometimesit
producescertain pogitiveresult, but sociology identifiesasanega:
tiveforceleadingto social disorder. Social issuesareclassified
asstructural, socia and palitical, itisageneral classificationon
thebasis of characteristics of occurrence and which aspect of
society effects. Different typesof social issuesarebriefly ex-
plained bel ow.

Social issues

! ' i

Poverty
Exclusion Regionalism

|
Unemployment — Marginalization —» Communalism

—* Differential access to resources

4.1 Sructural: Poverty,
4.2 Unemployment, Differential Accessto Resources

Socia structureisthechief concern of sociology whichis
organized set of social ingtitutionsand patternsof institutional-
ized relationshi psthat together compose society. Socia struc-
tureisboth aproduct of social interaction and directly deter-
minesit. Structural issuessmply mean theconditionswhichdis-
integratethe structural arrangement of society. Poverty, unem-
ployment and Differential accessto resourcesarethemgjor struc-
tura problemswidely seenin contemporary Indian society. These
threearethe product of social system andtheseareinterrelated
issues. Differential accessto resources meansthe unequal ac-
cess of resources that may be due to the peculiarity of social
stratification system, like unequal accesson the basisof gender,
economy, caste, education, cultureetc. Itistheroot cause of the
poverty and unemployment.
4.1.1. Poverty

Poverty literally means scarcity or few. From social and

economic perspectiveit refersto the state or condition which
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failsto provideminimum necessitiesof life. Poverty smply means
man'sinability tofulfill thebasic needslikefood, shelter and dress.
Itisarelative concept. Noindividual or country isabsolutely
poor or rich. A manispoor or rich in comparison to the other.
Thecriteriafor defining poor are changed in accordance with
variationsin place and time. In devel oped countries determi-
nantsof poverty fixed based on the possessionsareinsufficient
according to prevailing standard of living. Thereforeit can be
said that poverty isthe condition of the absence of fulfillment of
theminimum necessities of lifeaccording to the prevailing stan-
dard of the society.

Different philosopherslike Malthus, Karl Marx, Feurbach
etc. areanayzing about poverty asasocid issue. Inearly period
poverty isthe chief concernto economists, thenall social scien-
tistsanalysed it asachief social issueand ahindering factor of
socid development. Malthusidentifiespoverty asthe product of
inadequate correl ation of the population growth and the produc-
tion of food, but Karl Marx conceptualization wastoo different,
who said the poverty isthe main result of the exploitation of
labourersby capitalists. Early theorists mainly presented pov-
erty aonedimensional concept but the modern concept of pov-
erty isamultidimensional, it has more and morereasonslike
biological, socid, cultura, economic, political etc.

When the concept of the devel opment becomes changed,
the poverty becomesthechief concern of Academiciansandworld
development planning agenda. In 19th century someresearch-
ersaretrying to measure poverty precisaly, for that they createa
yardstick known as poverty line, which hel psto establish afixed
level of poverty. The concept wasfirstly mooted in Indiaby the
Indian Labour Conferencein 1957. The poverty beginsat the
below poverty line and ends at the above of line. Poverty ap-
peared in devel oping and devel oped countriesare different on
thebasisof consumption expenditure.

Absolute poverty isatype of poverty commonly foundin
devel oping countries, whichisthestateinwhich anindividua's

or group'sliving standard or the consumption expenditureisbe-
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low thespecified minimum standard. Thespecified minimum stan-
dard of livingisfixed onthebas sof countriesaverage devel op-
ment concept. Rel ative poverty isanother type of poverty found
in developed countries, itisacondition or stateinwhichthelevel
of income or consumption expenditure of afamily or anindi-
vidual below the pre-determined level of living standard. Pov-
erty isthe productsof social system whichisproduced by the
interplay of different factorswhich areexplain below:

Personal factors

Biologicd factors

Geographical factors

Economicfactors

Socia factors

Political factors

Per sonal factors
Personal factorsarethefactorsproduced and affected the

person aone. Inour day to day lifewe can seethe poverty pro-

duced by this causes. The personal factorsof poverty aregiven
below

1. Sickness: Certain diseaseslikeallergies, cancer, any other
genetic diseaseslike schizophrenia, etc. hinder the persons
to engagein jobsand the costly treatments are necessary
for certain diseasesit also leading to poverty. Thistype
poverty iscommonly found among low classor average
classfamilies.

2. Mental diseases: It isanother cause of poverty. Thefre-
quent or rarementa diseasesmay create poverty. Thementa
diseasesmay with draw theindividua sfromtheregular em-
ployment and besi desthat the treatment cost ishighly for
thisdisease. Menta diseasesmay comeasinherited causes
andthesocia conditions.

3. Accidents: Theaccidentsare another cause of poverty. The
seriousaccidentsfrom vehiclesor other employment field
may produce handicap the persons, it hinder the personto
engagein regular employmen.
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Idlenessand extravagance: |dlenessmeanspersons mental
and physical with drawl from thejobsdueto some unnec-
essary judgments. Extravagance meansaperson alocate
more money than hisincome, it may lead to poverty.
Demoralization: It meansthe lowering of character and
morale, whichleadsto personal disorganization andfinally
to poverty. Alcoholism, gambling, prostitution etc. will &f-
fect the persons life.

Biological factors

1.

Population: Popul ation meansthe number of peopleliving
inaspecific areaon aspecifictime. Population growthwill
affect the distribution of resourcesin aparticular region.
Populationisafactor of poverty

Aging: Ageisabiologica phenomenon, which heightens
the severity of poverty among the manual labourersand
other backward classes. After the passing of working age
of peoplethey couldn't work dueto thetiredness of body.

Geographical factors

Certainfactorsrel ated with geographical structure barrier

theindividual to dowork for hisexistence. The geographical
factorsaregiven below

1.

Unfavorable climateand weather: Climatic conditionslike
rainy, high winter, severe hot, continuouswind etc. affect
theworking condition of people.

Absenceof natural resources. In some placeslikehilly ar-
eas, marsh land, barren land etc. the availability of natural
resources|ow. Natural resourceshavetheimportant rolein
production of resources.

Natural calamities: Natural calamitieslike draught, flood,
cyclonesetc. negatively affect our working conditionand
economy asawhole.

Economicfactors

1.

Unwiseeconomic policy: Economic policy meansacourse
of actionthat isintended to influenceor control thebehaviour
of the economy. Economic policiesaretypically imple-
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mented and administered by the government. Sudden plan-
ningimplementationsand unplannedindustria start upsetc.
leading to the entering of theresourcesto deserved catego-
ries.

Unequal distribution of resources: Our society iscompeti-
tiveand al are competing for theresources. Theresources
are concentrating in wealthy peoples.

Backwardnessof agriculture: Rural economy isagricultura
economy. Themechanizationisnot occurredin agriculture
timely. Agricultureisunder the survelllance of climatic con-
dition. If theclimate becomesbad, it also affectsthe agri-
culture,

Slow and defectiveindustridization: Government'sindus-
triaization policy mainly concentratestherich peoplesoit

negatively affect poor people.

Social factors

1.

Caste system: Traditional occupation isthe peculiarity of
caste systemin India, there hassomerestrictionsin free-
domin choiceof occupation. Inmodern society itisdifficult
to compete with traditional occupation to modern mecha-
nized occupations. M gjority peopl e optsthe speedy and
mechanized servicesintheir life, it leading to poverty of
certaingroup.

Culturd factors: Culturemeanstheway of life. Culturd fac-
torsmeansthecustomsor theroutineactivitiesrelated with
our way of life. Occupetion, choiceof occupetion, themarital
celebrations, fatalism, rejection of common societal norms
like hard work, and rationality etc. leadingto poverty.
[literacy and Ignorance: Dueto lack of awareness about
education and economic causesleading toilliteracy which
areleading to poverty.

Gender discriminationinwages: Eventhough the gender
discriminationinwagewasremoved by law, it still existsin
present day society. In certain cases the women become
themainincomegeneratorsof family, when gender discrimi-
nationinwagesleading to poverty.
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Religiousbdlief: Certainreligiousbelievesmay hinder the
peoplefrom earning theincomeaboveapeculiar level. And
thereligiousbelief control the pledging, borrowing, which
will alsolead to poverty.

Political factors

1.

2.

Internationa wars: Thewarsbetween countries|eading to
certain uncertaintiesin country which also lead to poverty.
Unplanned economic policy leading toinstability in eco-
nomic growth, which can make countries depend indefi-
nitely onforeignaid

Unplanned public debt: Public debt meansthetotal amount
borrowed by agovernment from other countries. Theun-
planned borrowing of money from other countries shakes
the economy of the borrowing country, which highly influ-
encethelower classpeople.

Poalitical Instability: Duetointernational war or unplanned
internationa relationsaffect the political stability of acoun-
try.

Poor governance and corruption: Theinexperienced ad-
minigtratorscreate certain confusionsin administration. Cor-
ruptionisaform of dishonesty or crimina offensesunder-
taken by aperson or organization entrusted with aposition
of authority to acquireillicit benefit or abuse power for one's
private gain. Corruption and misuseof publicfundsresulted
inareductioninthequality of all public serviceslikepolice,
justicesystem and provision of eemental infrastructureetc.
inthecountry.

4.1.2. Unemployment

Unemployment isaserioussocid issuecommonly foundin

India. Early academicians confined unemployment asan eco-
nomicissue. In accordance with the expansion of interdiscipli-
nary approach in academicsstarted to analyze unemployment as
asocid issue. Itisthe measure of healthy economy. Itisasitua
tion whereapersonisableand willing to work at the prevailing
wagerate but doesnot get the opportunity towork. Normally in
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our country we regard those peopl e who are between the ages
15 and 58 as being economically active. In fact these people
havethepotentid of being gainfully employed. Till recently women
were cons dered in thiscategory sincealarge section of women
(married women mainly) do household work.

However inrecent yearsthishasbeen considered economic
activities. The censusof 1991 and 2001 hastaken thisinto con-
Sideration. Today unemployment isan indicator of socia devel-
opment. Itisthe persons above aspecified age (usually above
18) arenot in paid employment or self-employment. Theunem-
ployment ismeasured by the unempl oyment rate asthe number
of peoplewho are unemployed as a percentage of the labour
force. Unemployment in Indiagtatisticsroutinely collected, com-
piled and disseminated once every five yearsby the Ministry of
L abour and Employment, primarily from sampl e studies con-
ducted by the Nationa Sample Survey Office. Unemploymentis
growingin Indiadueto certain causeswhich are explained be-
low:
4+ Increased population growth: Population meansthe num-

ber of peopleinageographica area. Populationisdynamic,

which may beincrease or decrease. In Indiathe number of
peopleisincreasing, it affectsthe social development. In
accordance with time changing the popul ation increased but
the new opportunitiesfor employment were not formed.

+ Slow economic growth: Becausethe Indian economy is
relatively underdevel oped, economic growthisconsider-
ably dower thanit might otherwisebe. Thed ow growth of
economy failsto provide enough unemployment opportu-
nitiesto theincreasing population.

4+ Shortage of meansof production: Productionisquitesm-
ply limited by theamount of material's, equipment and en-
ergy availabletofud it. Shortage of raw materias, facilities,
fuel and el ectricity means decreased production of goods
whichlogicaly resultsin decreased availability of jobs.

+ Ineffectiveeconomic planning: Itisamajor source of un-
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employment in India. Problematically, therewereno na-
tionwide plansto account for the significant gap between
[abour supply and labour demand. Itiscrucid that thesup-
ply and demand of labour bein balanceto ensurethat those
who need jobs are able to get them; otherwise many indi-
vidua swill competefor onejob.

Expansion of Universities: Inaccordance with time chang-
ing theimportance of education widen. The number of uni-
versitiesincreased, it produced large number of educated
people, and they arewaiting for whitecollar jobs. In accor-
dancewith increasing the number of educated people, the
employment opportunities suitablefor education were not
created it produce the unemployment and the condition of
underemployment. Underemploymentisastuaioninwhich
aperson have no aregular employment as per hisskill or
qudifications.

Defective Education: Our education system istraditional
oriented not professional oriented. So our education sys-
tem heightensthe unemployment rate.

I nadequate employment planning: Theemployment plan-
ning of government isnot adequate in compari Son to popu-
lation growth. InIndianear about two lakh peopleare added
yearly to our existing population. But the employment op-
portunitiesdid not increase according to the proportionate
rate of population growth. Asaconsequenceagresat differ-
enceisvisible between thejob opportunitiesand popula-
tion growth. Dueto faulty employment planning the prob-
lem of unemployment increasing day by day.

The caste system: Even though our constitution assuresthe
equa rightsand privilegestoal citizensinIndia. Thereflec-
tionsof caste system arefound in certainregions, there cer-
tain jobsare restricted to people belongsto certain caste.
The caste system al so hinders the smooth acceptance of
education whichleadsto unemployment.

Seasonality of agricultural occupations: Agricultureoffers
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unemployment for alarge segment of the population, but
only for several monthsout of theyear. Theresultisthat of
acong derable portion of theyear, many agricultural work-
erslack needed employment and income.

Lossof smdl scaeor cottageindustries: Indiaistheland of
rural society where people are engaged in small scale or
cottageindustries. The materiasproduced in small scale
industries cannot compete with the products producedin
large scaleindustries, which condition risethe unemploy-
ment rateinrural society.

Inadequate access to irrigation: Even though Indian
economy isamixed economy, large number of peoplein
rural areaswasengaged in agricultureasameansof liveli-
hood. In recent years, lessthan half of India'stotal culti-
vableland hasaccesstoirrigation. Dueto thislargeareas
of land can only grow onecrop per year. Many farmersare
unemployed for the maority of theyear, during this off-
season, duetolack of irrigation facilities.

Labour immohility: Culturally, attachment and maintenance
of proximity tofamily isamajor priority for many Indian
citizens. Theresult isthat peopleavoidtravellinglong dis-
tancefromtheir familiesin pursuit of employment. Addi-
tionaly language, religion and climate can al so contributeto
low mohbility of labour.

Unemployment isaserious problem still suffering from

peoplein every society. Infact the characteristics of unemploy-
ment are different from society to society. Onthe basisof these
characteristics unemployment are classified into varioustypes
whicharegiven below:

1.

Open unemployment: Thistype unemployment commonly
foundinrural area, where peoplearewilling and abletodo
thework but they cannot find any work.

Disguised unemployment: Itiscommonly foundin agricul-
tural sector. Inthiscase moreworkersthan required are
engaged on the farm, where not all of them are actually
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productively contributing to creating outpour. Thusthemar-
gina physical productivity of many workersiszero. This
happenswhen almost themembersin joint family engages
infarm production.

Seasonal unemployment: Inwhichtheworkersremain out
of work for aparticular season. In agriculture peoplere-
main unemployed after the harvesting.

Technologica unemployment: Thistypeof unemployment
produced with thetechnol ogical advancement. It occurred
during thetechnol ogy upgrades and theworkforceisun-
ableto copewith the new technology.

Educated unemployment: Thistypeunemployment iscom-
monly found in contemporary society. |n which the edu-
cated youth are unableto find appropriatejobsto suit their
qualifications. With animprovement in education over time,
skilled workers haveincreased in number but the number
of availablejobshasnot increased correspondingly.
Voluntary Unemployment: Peoplewho areunwillingtowork
at prevailing wage rate and people who get acontinuous
flow of incomefrom their property or any other sources
and need not to work such people are voluntarily unem-
ployed.

Frictiona unemployment: Thistypeof unemploymentwiddy
seeninindia. Itiscaused duetoimproper adjustment be-
tween supply of labour and demand for labour. Lack of
correct and timely information, seasonal nature of work and
immobility of labour aretheimportant causesof frictional
unemployment.

Thesearethe common type of unemployment widely seen

incontemporary Indian society. Itisnot merely apersona prob-
lem; infactitisasocia problem. Unemploymentishighly pro-
ducedinIndiaduetolack of planning in economy, employment
policies, and crestion of vacanciesin governmental institutions.
Unemployment rateisthecriteriaof theinefficiency of planning
inacountry.
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4.1.3. Differential Accessto Resource

Differential accessto resourcesistheindicator of socia
inequality. Itisastructura issuein contemporary Indian society.
Resources s mply mean thegoodsand materidlsaswell assym-
bolic that can be accessed and used in social actions. There-
sources are accessed on the basis of normsof exchange. Karl
Marx identified thedifferential accessof resourcesareleadingto
classconflict and who analyzesit asacause of poverty. Poverty
and marginalization arethe conditions produced with the differ-
ential accessof resources. Weber also identified power and sta-
tusunequally distributed in society, who concluded that social
inequality astheinevitablecharacteristic of siratified society. The
accessof resourcesvariesfrom society to society, whichisbased
onthepeculiarity of stratification system gtill existingin society.
Caste systemisadominant stratification systeminIndia, where
theresources are accessed on the basisof positionsin hierarchy
of caste. Generally the accessisdifferent on the basisof race,
age, gender, caste, geographical areaetc.

Peoplefromlower castes, from the weakest economic seg-
ment of rural society arelimitedly accesstheresourceslike edu-
cation, technology and health care. The economy, status, geog-
raphy etc. aretheindicatorsof social inequality. The access of
education different on the basis of caste status, but today dight
variationsiscominginthisprocess. Dalitsor untouchablesare
the people coming outside of caste hierarchy their condition are
so pathetic. They couldn't attain education sothey arenot aware
about health and health care so they accessadifferentially the
hedlth care. Educationisanother sourcedistributedifferently on
thebasisof casteand poverty. Thelower caste peopleand Dalits
weremainly concentratedinrural areg; itisthe centre of under-
devel opment there has no transport and communication. Sothe
backward caste couldn't accept the education equally.

Differentia accessto resourcesisaseriousstructura issue
in contemporary Indian society. Indiaisthe country of multi-
religion, certainreligionsare majority and othersare minority.
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Theseminority religionsaredifferentially accessthe resources.
Even in post-independent Indiapeopl e are suffering from pov-
erty, illiteracy, low health statusetc. which are produced by the
differential accessof resources. Differential accessof resources
occurringintwotypesoneisdifferentia accessof opportunities
and secondisdifferential accessof conditions. Employmentisa
socid issueproduced by differential accessof opportunities. But
poverty isdueto differential accessof conditions.

4.2 Social: Marginalization, Exclusion

+ Magindization

4+ Exduson

4.2.1Marginalization

Margindity isasocid issuethat affectsmillions of people
throughout the world. It is an experience of the people.
Margindizationisaprocessby whichanindividua or groupsare
ignored or relegated to the Sidelines of devel opment (social, eco-
nomic, political etc.) or power position. Theterm marginaization
constituted by theterm marginal, which meansthe peoplere-
maining intheoutside of mainstream society. Themarginaized
areliving at the marginsof thosein the centre of power, of cul-
tural dominance and economic and social welfare. They have
relatively littlecontrol over their livesand theresourcesavailable
to them. Thisresultsin making them handicappedin delving con-
tributionto society.

Thetermmostly appeared in recent literaturesbut rarely
defined. Just prior to 1970, marginal section took on the sense
that ismost commonly encountered today to rel egateto an un-
important or powerless position. Thisuse of theword can be
found asfar asback as1968 an articlein LosAngeles Times, the
article deals with Negrito. The Negrito was kept aside,
marginalized thuscomposinginitslargemaority thechronicaly
poor. Theterm coined sincethe emergence of human race, but
theterm frequently appeared in literatures after the advent of
post-colonid literature. Variousphilosophersdifferently concep-
tuaizemarginaized, Paulo FreirewasaBrazilian educator and
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Philosopher and aleading advocate of critical pedagogy. Peda-
gogy of oppressed wasan influential work of him, who called
marginalized asoppressed.

Karl Marx, aGerman Philosopher and Classical sociolo-
gist identified them as proletariat. At the same time Antonio
Gramsci, an Italian Philosopher, whose concept isdifferent and
new who produced marginalized assubaltern, but Michel Fou-
cault, the French Philosopher and astrong supporter of moder-
nity identified them aspowerless. Marginalization becameama-
jor topic of sociological researchinthe1960s, largdly inresponse
to theredlization that while certain devel oping countriesdemon-
strated rapid economic growth, membersof these societieswere
recalving increasingly unequal sharesof therewardsof success.
Themarginalized literaturesmainly based on exploitation, ago-
nies, painsand suffering.

Marginalizationisaglobal issue suffering from peoplein
contemporary society. It isaprocess of restricting the people
from mainstream society dueto various causeslike peculiarity of
language, culture, race, age, sex, religion, region etc. The Con-
dtitution assuresequaity to al eventhough themargindizedlive
asunequal. Theprocessof marginalization may occur in differ-
ent levelslikeindividua, community and globa. Thediscussion
of marginalization took placerelated with the conceptsof social
inclusonand excluson. Thetermmargindizationand socid ex-
clusion areinterchangeabl e used to denote the peopleremaining
inthe outskirts mainstream soci ety. Both areaform of discrimi-
netion.

Minority isanother concept rel ated with marginalized, but
which aredifferent from another. Minority meansasmall group
of people (lessthan half of total majority) ascompared to the
majority groups. They areminoritised onthebasisof religion,
language, culture, race, region, etc. Almost all minoritiesare
margindized, but al marginalized areminorities. Duetolow eco-
nomic, educational statusmay marginalizethe majority group.
Thecriterion of minority isthe number of personsinaparticular
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region or group, itisone-dimensional, but theterm marginal is
multidimensond incriteria, likesocid excluson. Margindization
or social exclusionisan experiencefacing by theminority. Itis
theresult of minoritization.
Definition

Razer defines' margindization asafeding produced by the
sateof socid excluson.”
4.2.2. Exclusion: Meaningand Forms

Exclusionisaform of discrimination and challengefacing
by peoplein contemporary society. Itisaprocessinwhichthe
individuasareblocked or denied from full accesstovariousrights,
opportunitiesand resourcesthat are normally availableto mem-
bersof adifferent group. It occurswhen people arewholly or
partialy excluded from participating intheeconomic, socia and
political life of their community, based ontheir belongingtoa
certain category. InIndiaexclusion occurson the basis of iden-
titiesincluding caste, ethnicity, religion, gender, age, diseasesand
certain disabilities. Itsoccurrenceisdifferent in degree, some-
time socially excluded people can't accept the resourcesfully
another timeexclusonispartia. Sometimesexclusonisddiber-
ateand implicit. Exclusion can beclassified associd, political,
cultural and economic. Thisclassification based on peculiarity of
thecriteriaexcluson.

»Social Exclusion

Exclusion ———— Political Exclusion

— Cultural Exclusion

— Economic Exclusion

Sometimestheexclusion may occur dueto ethnic character
and gender character, the exclusion resulted from these charac-
teristicsisknown associa exclusion. In another casetheexclu-
sonmay occur asthedenid of citizenshiprightssuch aspolitical
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participation, theright to organize, rule of law, freedom of ex-
pression and equality of opportunity, when the peopleexcluded
onthese causesiscalled politica exclusion. Cultureisanother
aspect of inequality, in certain contexts peopleareexcluded from
mainstream soci ety dueto peculiarity of culture, likelanguage,
region, norms, values etc. thisform of exclusionisknown as
cultural exclusion. Economy isthe backs bone of any society,
the people excluded on the basi s of the degree of accessof eco-
nomic aspectslikelabour, wage, capital etc. Poverty isthebest
exampleof thistypeexclusion. Margindization or socia exclu-
sion hascertain causeswhich arebriefly explain below.

1. Socidl attitude; Socid attitude meansastate of constituted
by our cultureor living experiences of agroup of people
towardsthe social phenomena. Socialization helpsto cre-
atesocia attitudes. For example casteisasocia stratifica
tion based on division of labour, the social attitudestrans-
form the system as an exploitative system. So the social
attitudes|eadingtoexcluson or marginalization

2. Ethnicbackground: Theethnic groupisacategory of people
whoidentify with other based on similarities such ascom-
mon ancestry, language, society, cultureetc. Theethnic back-
ground of Indiaisdiversedueto migration and inter-group
marriages. Negrito, Austroloid, Dravidian etc areimpor-
tant ethnic group foundin India. Among those certain ethnic
groups are higher and othersarelower. Thelater groups
aremarginalized from mainstream society.

3. Ethnocentrism: Itisan attitude or abelief of the people,
who believed that his/her own cultureis superior to other
cultures. Thisbelief makescertain disgustin peopletowards
particular culture, religion, region etc. Ethnocentric attitude
formsfrom socialisation. Besidesthedisguist, the over at-
tachment towardsaspecific phenomenaasoleadingtothe
social exclusion, agroup of peoplevalued their culture of
any other peculiaritiesaresuperior to othersthe people may
excluded from the mainstream society.
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Migrant statuses: Migrant meansanindividua or agroup of
people permanently changetheir residence from place of
originto place of destination dueto social, political, eco-
nomicor cultural causes. Themigrant feel that hisplace of
degtination asanunfamiliar, 0 he/ shehimsdlf excluded from
other groups, in another casethe original inhabitants may
excludethe migrantsasminority groupintheir place.
Health status: Health smply meansthe state of being free
fromillnessor injury. Thehedth statusisfixed by thehealth
of people, sometimes people may suffering from diseases
likeAIDS, Cancer, etc. which make an exclusion from so-
ciety

Religiousbackground: Religion meansthe bdliefs, values
and practicesrelated to sacred or spiritua concern. Indiais
aspaceof rdigiousdiversity, wheremgjority and minority
religiousgroupsarefound. Mudim, Skh, Jansetc. arethe
religiousminority groupsthey areexcluded frommainstream
society. Mg ority religiousgroups are dominated in society
they margindisetheminority.

Unemployment: Itisasituation inwhich the personsare
capable of working both physically and mentally at theex-
istingwagerate but doesnot get ajob to work. Unemploy-
ment makes somefrustrationsinindividual he may with-
draw from mainstream soci ety asval ued hisunemployed
condition ashisfailureor disqudify. Inanother case society
valued the unempl oyed person asbadly through which so-
ciety margindizehim/her.

Sexual orientation: It meansaperson's sexual identity in
relation to the gender to which they are attracted. Itisan
attraction or affection of anindividual to other individual.
Our culturefixesaparticular kind of sexud orientationthat
isheterosexud. But someother orientation likeleshian, gay,
bisexual, etc are commonin our society. The peoplelived
inthesevarietiesof sexud orientation, society excluded them
as bad.
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10.

11.

12.

Socid Status: Statusisaterm used to denotethe compara
tiveamountsof prestige, difference or respect accorded to
personswho have been assigned different rolesinagroup
or community. Thestatusof individual in society determined
onthebasisof socia criterialike economy, casteetc. The
satusof apersonishighor low if theroleheisplaying. The
satusof personisbased on socid eva uations. Someperson's
status may higher or lower on the basisof fluctuationsin
economy, or Caste status. The untouchablesare arranged
theat the bottom of hierarchy.

Poverty: Poverty isanimportant problem suffering from
India, which lead to marginalization. Poverty isastate or
conditionwhichfailsto provide minimum necessitiesof life.
Normally the poor peoplesstatusiseconomically, socidly,
educationally and politically deplorable.

Ageing: Itisaninevitableprocessinlife. Itisamagjor cause
of social exclusion. The society considered the elderly
people asuse essand they cannot live with the expectation
of young. Ascompared to young people the medical ex-
penditureisvery highto elderly. Sometimesthee derly can-
not adjust in accordance with the changing Situation so they
areexcluded from mainstream society.

Disability: Peoplewith disabilitiesmean differentialy able
people. These people are highly marginalized in society.
Peoplewith disabilitieshavel ower educetion achievements,
less economic participation, poorer health outcomesand
higher ratesof poverty than peoplewithout disabilitiesthus
they aremargindized from mainstream society.
Exclusionisthe problem suffering from peoplein our soci-

ety. Itisfaced by newborntotheelderly for different causeslike
diseases, cagte, group, ethnic peculiarity, age, any disabilitiesetc.
4.3 Political- Regionalism, Communalism

| ssues are the phenomenon or situation which overthrow

thesocial order and hinder the socia devel opment henceissues
arethe subject matter of social science, especially sociology.
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Political issuesaretheform of issuewhich mainly affectsthe
political systemslikecivil rights, Governmental systems, State,
Citizenship etc. Political issuesarethe social issueswhich not
only affectsthepolitica systemalonebut thesocia structureasa
wholehenceit barriersthe social development. Asafactor of
social order and socia change, it deserveshighly relevancein
sociology. Regionalism and communalism arethetwo political
issuesfacing by our society sinceindependenceof Indiatill to-
day. Thepolitical issuesarewidely analyzed below

4.3.1 Regionalism

Regionalismisachallengefacing by inIndiaeven after 72
yearsof Independence. Theterm region meansageographical
unit or an administrative unit isdelimited from each other. Re-
gionalismisastrong feeling of prideor loyaty that peopleina
region havefor that. Region asasocia systemreflectstherda
tion between different human beingsand groups. Regionsare
organized cooperationin cultura, economic, political or military
fields. It actsas subject with distinct identity, language, culture
andtradition. Regiondismisanideology and political movement
that seeks to advance the causes of regions. As a process it
playsrolewithinthe nation aswell asoutsdethenationi.einter-
national level. Both types of regionalism havethe negative as
well aspositiveimpact on society, polity, diplomacy, economy,
security, culture, negotiationsetc. At theinternational level re-
giondismrefersto transnational cooperationto meet acommon
goal or to resolveashared problem.

Indiaisacountry of unity in diversity wherethe power of
unity isstrong in spiteof diversitiesin area, population and hu-
man-cultural factors. Theriseof regionalisminindiaisdueto
diversity and variationin economic and socia culture. Regional-
ismisasituation made by variousreasonswhich are given be-
low:

1. Language Languageisavehicleof ideasused incommuni-
cation. Itisaninevitablepart of our cultureand civilization.

Itisan unavoidablefactor of integrating people and emo-
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tional attachmentsare devel oped, consequently the demand
of linguistic States started. Although theintensity of thede-
mand of linguistic States has been decreased now, yet the
regional conflictskeeprisingintheinterest of language.
Thereforethe problem of determining the nationd language
of Indiahasbeen anissuefor along time. The movements
are occurred for linguistic States before Independence.
Orissaprovince becamethefirst Indian State (Pre-inde-
pendence period) organized on alinguistic basisdueto the
effort Madhusudan Daswho isconsidered asthefather of
Oriyanationalism. During the post- Independence period,
thefirst State created on alinguistic basiswasAndhrain
1953, created out of the Telugu speaking northern parts of
Madras State. Goa is a State organized on the basis of
language.

Religion: Itisalso one of themgor factorsof theregional-
ism. Inreligion based regionalism people advocate for a
regionfor particular rdigionfor examplethedemand of three
autonomous Statesin Jammu & Kashmir. Thebasefor their
demandsis Kashmir for Muslim dominated, Jammu for
Hindu dominated and Ladakh for Biddhigts.

Regional culture: InIndian context the historical or regiona
culture consi dered the prime components of regionalism.
Thehistorical and regional componentsinterpret regional -
ism by way of cultura heritage, folklore, myths, symbolism
and historical traditions. The north-east Stateswere cre-
ated onthebasisof cultural aspect. Besidesthe economic
issue, theregional cultureplayed asignificant roleinthe
formation of Jharkhand asa State, in 2000 November 15.
Economic backwardness: It isalso magjor factor for there-
gionaismin Indiabecause the uneven pattern of socioeco-
nomic development has created regional disparities. The
categorization and sub-categorization of the Stateson the
basi s of socioeconomic indicators have generated resent-
ment against the central leadership. Under Gadgil formula
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the Stateslike Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand are given special status and received 90%
Centra Financia Assstance. Onthe other hand, back ward
State Bihar getting only 30% waiver. Under the planned
devel opment, the differences between agriculture, industry
and other infrastructural development encouragetheregion-
diam.

5. Riseof palitica parties: Theelitist character of leadership
and unwarranted intervention by thecentreinthe affairsof
the State has rendered the State volunerabl e to regional
forces. Sometimesregional partiesignorethenational in-
terestsand promotetheregiona interest only. Sometimes
regionalism helps to safeguard the minority interests.
Jharkhand Mukthi Morch, ADMK, AIDMK, Telugu
Desam, Assam Gana Parishad, Akali Dal, TY C etc. be-
longstothiscategory of theregional politica parties.

4.3.2 Communalism
Communalismisacontemporary socia issueinIndia. The

term communalism derived from theidearel ated with commu-

nity whichisagroup of peoplewho sharingacommon territory,
common vauesand believesand they areclosdy andinformaly
related. Theterm communalismwas used in asensethat asys-
tem or theory of government in which the Stateisseen asaloose
federation of salf governingcommunities. Communaism hasbeen
defined differently by different scholars. Infact in English lan-
guageit isconsidered as positive rather than pejorative term.

New Webster'sdictionary definesit assomething "belonging to

acommunity" or "asystem of decentralized government by which

large powersare delegated to small communities.” However in

Indian context it isused in anegative and condemnatory sense.

In Indian context communalism defined as secular conflict be-

tween two religiouscommunitiesor it can also bedefined asan

attempt to achieve secular goal sthrough religious means.
Indiaisamulti-religious country, we do not hear of com-
munal conflict between Hindusor Muslimsin the Sultanate or
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Mughd period. Thisconflict cameunder colonial rule. Incolo-
nial period the administrators used theterm communalismto
denote conflict between peopleindifferent religiousgroups. Itis
abig chdlengefacing by India Communalismisanideology not
confinedinrdigion. Itismainly the conflict among different col-
lectivitiesthat may bebased on caste, race, tribeetc. Theideaof
communaismisvary from society to society, certain society domi-
nated by religion; othersareracial, tribal etc. Indiaisamulti-
religious country, so werelatetheideaof communalismto the
religiousconflict. Itismainly psychological in sense, communal-
ismisafeeling of certain smilar characteristic group, and the
groups express antagonism to other communities. Communal
violenceisthe expression of communalism. Murray Bookchin
anAmerican socia theorist popularly known asthefather com-
munaism. Heidentified it asatheory of government or asystem
of government inwhichindependent communesparticipateina
federation aswell asthe principle and practice of communal
ownership. Mainly the historianshandled the concept in earlier
societies, then sociologists, Anthropol ogistsand Psychol ogists
are conceptualized theideaof communalism. Following arethe
definition of different theorist on communalism.

4+ Bipan Chandradefines" communalism asabelief that be-
causeagroup of peoplefollowing aparticular religion, they
have common socid, politica and economicinterests.”

+ HarbansMukhiadefines" communalism as phenomenon of
religious differences between groups often leading to ten-
sionand evenrioting between them.”

Causesof communalism

1. Roleof British Empire: First war of Independenceisthe
response of Indiansto destruction of religion. Then they
adopted the policy of divideand rulefor easy administra-
tion.

2. Temperament of partitionof India Partition of Bengd (1905)
and the Partition of Pakistan arethe expression of religious
discrimination and continuity of divideand rule. Duringthe
partition of Bengal therewasHindusareminority and Mus-
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limsaremgjority, administrators expected that Hindus op-
posethe partition but Mudimssupport it. Partition of Paki-
stan isanother expression of communa award. Eventoday
Indiafacing thecommunalismasacontinuity of partitions.

Nature of freedom strugglein India: The 1857 revolt was
show of Hindu Mudlim unity to British. Both of them fight
against acommon enemy. So British administratorstake
policy of divideand ruleto Indians.

Commund partiesand organizations: A number of commu-
nal and sectarian political partiesand organizationswere
formedin India. Hindu M aha Sabhaand Muslim League
arethetwo communal partiesinearly India. They aredi-
rectly or indirectly responsiblefor the emergence of com-
munalism. Certain political leaderspreach communalismfor
ataintheirimmediatepolitical god. They havebecomelead-
ersand continueto remain assuch only dueto the adoption
of communal and sectarian interest. The so called secular
politica partiesaso enter intodliancewith communa forces
for electoral benefit. Candidates are sel ected by different
political partiestaking into account the communa compo-
sition of thecongtituency.

Condtitutiona hypocrisy: Constitutional hypocrisy means
much distorted the constitution for private purposes, for ex-
amplerecently wehave seento amend Citizenshiprightsin
India

Socio-economicinequality and dlassconflict: Indiaisamulti-
religiouscountry where Hindusand Mudimsarethemgor-
ity. Muslimsareminority and they are economically low.
Thesocio-economicinequdity onthebassof rdigionleading
to emergence of separate groups, then it leading to com-
mundism.

Poalitical opportunism: It meansan attempt to maintain po-
litical support (increasepalitical influence) possibly inaway
which disregardsrelevant ethical or political principles.
Certain political parties make political support through
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groupismonthebasisof religion. For exampleVisvaHindu
Parishad, they gained political support onthebasisof reli-
gion and therulesclaimed asthe basic of Hindu religion.
Muslim League, apolitica party organized for the protec-
tion of therightsof Muslims, but today it misused for in-
creasing thepalitical influence.

8. Electord compulson: Electord compulsion meanscompul-
sorily cast thevotesof voters. Itisexecuted in India. With-
out asufficient causean individua cannot evadefromhis
right to vote. Sometimestheminoritiesare not interested to
cast their voteswhen the govt. or commund partiespleaded
themto cast their votesthiscommonly lead to communal -
ism.

9. Communal media, literature and textbooks: Communal
mediahave high participation to promote communalism,
Televison, newspapers, commund literaturesand textbooks
arewidely seeninIndia, these have big roleto promote
commundisminindia

10. Politica competition: Political competition smply meansthe
competition for administration. Sometime people become
only votebanks, during that time politicianstry to mobilize
people on the basis of caste or religion especially
politicization of caste or religion occurring in ociety.

11. Economic backwardnessof minorities: Thelargest group
of minoritiesinIndiastill remainsorthodox and treditiond in
outlook which contributesto communa feding. For example
theMudimsareaminority groupinIndia, they arefaledto
adopt thewestern scientific, technologica and philosophi-
cal education. Owing to their educational backwardness
the Mudlims have not been represented sufficiently inthe
public services, industry, tradeetc. Thiscausesleadingtoa
feding of relativedeprivation.
Communalismisaserioussocid issuein contemporary In-

dian society, whichisproduced by the unequal distribution of

political, economic, socid factors.
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